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TO THOMAS CARLYLE



PREFACE BY THE TRANSLATOR.

The short work now for the first time, it
is believed, laid before the English reader, forms
in the original the first part of a collection
published by Prof. Rask at Stockholm in 1818,
under the following title. <“Snorra-Edda dsamt
Skildu og Parmed fylgjandi Rit-gjoréum”. “Snor-
ris Edda together with the Skilda and the
Treatises thereto belonging”., It was the opinion
of that great Philologist that this collection grew .
together in the family of Snorri Sturluson, the
work of several hands at different times; and
the Translator has not scrupled to separate wri-
tings, which have scarcely any other connection
than the fact of their being found following one
another in the same MS. At some other time
he looks forward to stating his convictions on
this matter, and his reasons for them, at greater
length; but for the present he must content
hiraself with- saying, that his opinion is in the
main the same as that mentioned above as ex-
pressed by Prof. Rask.

Without entering info any discussion on
the present occasion, as to the time at which
the vounger Edda was written, or as to its
author; The Translator wishes to say that he
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has felt no hesitation in placing the “Foreword
to the Edda”, along with the “Afterwords to
Gylfi's Mocking and the Edda”, at the end of
the volume, partly because they are plainly of
a later age, but chiefly becaunse he i3 desirous
to save the reader from falling at the very
threshold, mis those false conceptions con-
cerning the nature of the Asa in the old Norse
Mythology, with which the Foreword in question
is fitled.

He has also taken the liherty of printing
separately and under a diffevent title, the chap-
ter which in the original starvls as the first in
"Gylfrs Mocking”, because however mtermtmg,
it has clearly nothing i» common with what
follows, and is doubtless, the interpolation of
some early copyist, who thought himself boond
to write down at the same time all he knew
about Gylfi, and could find no better place for
this myth than to set it first: it is remarkable
that in the Upsala MS,, said by some to be the
oldest extant, this chapter is omitted.

Wih regard to the Translation itself, his
chiefwi&hwastomaleit:sﬁithﬁﬂaspm-
bie, and thomgh he knows that it might have
been smoother throughout, and that it contains
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much - that will seem harsh and abrupt, both
in wording and construction, to the polished ears
of the 19th. century, he could not help himself
in these respects, his aim being to make a
translation, not a paraphrase. In one passage
only he has been forced to soften words, which
the simple Norse tongue spoke out boldly with-
out shame, but which our age, less inwardly
pure perhaps, but mere outwardly sensitive to
what is ufiseemly, cannot hear without a blush.
-1+, . After all the pains he hss hestowed on his
translation, the is well aware- that fadlts are to
be found in it, and that his renderings of
doubtful passages, may not tally with those of
others; but-in the gloom which still hangs over
many. customs of the Old Norsemen, and above all
ib the want of a good Glossary of their tongue,
{(for the collection of Bjsrn Haldorson is poor
and meagre in the extreme %) he trusts that his
failings will be treated with mildness, since
all may stamble 1n the dark,

It was his intention to prefix a facsimile
from a celebrated MS. of the Edda, preserved
in the Library of the University of Upsala,

*) May the Old Norse Glossary on which Mr. Cleashy
is said to be at work soon appear.
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and up to the very last moment he hoped that
this might be pesathle; bet hindvamces, o be
looked for rather m the Vatiean thas at Up-
sule, have remdered this inlentien amd hope
alice froitiness

Lastly theve is yet ese poink om which a
few wonds must be said: most veaders, 1t s
Elely, will think a work of the kind imcomsplete,
nay werless, withowt 2 goud Jndex of Preper
Trandaler is willing %0 allow very comsiderable
weight, bat 25 his evcose be wonbd siaie that
consivierable presrews had been made wm such
an Index, whem covurstances avese, which
Iuﬂdhmmhﬂ,ipmﬂ,nh-nldpn-
dactivm, and rather then do the thing il e
gave it op for the present. It is however bas
purpose o tramslate the Shilde at some futnre
time, showld lenure amd health be grambed bowm,
ad he hopes them to ateme for the imperfec-
tions of this vobome, by am Index which will
serve for hoth works, as there we eompurati-
vely speaking few Names to be maet with in
the owe, whirh de mot abo eccwr im the odhar.

Ulbawia sesr Siockholes, July Jkh, 1832
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Als ncte der vernunft (aber nicht der
denkenden) enthalten die religionen der voiker,
so auch die mythologien, sie mogen noch so einfach,
ja lippisch erscheinen, wie #chie kunstwerke,
n.llercﬁ' gedanken, allgemeine bestimm <
das w:ﬁ'e, denn der instinct der verntnftig-
heit liegt ihnen zu, grunde. :

Hegel, Gesch, der Philosopk. p. 9.

De sillsamma bilder, som mita oss idenna
vira forfiders lira, shola redan i sig sjelfva vara
bevis nog, att vi hir intrida i1 en fér oss och
ell nyare odling frimmande, Lingesedan férsvan-
nen den iga tankans verld, hvars hiero-
glyfer #iro lika undransvirda, som ofta svira att
tyda.

Geijer. Svea Rikes Hafder. p. 311.
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GEFIUNS PLOUGHING.

Kiwg Gyl ruled in thot Tund which new kit
Svidiid, of bim & is sl that he guve 2 waybarimg
woman, 3 Yoe mewd of the possime she made hine.
s plonghlmd in his vnlm, which four enen could
or wp i a doy and 2 wght B that vomse
ver ene of the Am sk, she 5 vopwm] Galan
die tnk Gur een fromm the novth ot of Jotum-
hapn; bat they were the sons of a Gt snd her,
sod st thom before 2 plongh But the plangh
went w» lord aad deep that & tore wp the haad
sonl the enrm dvew that bad et 4 >3 and wesi-
oad, and sesd stll im 2 covtem sowmd.  Theve
st Gebun the band, and zave & 2 name sod colled
i Sxbewd And the reom whenoe the bl had pone
wp boonme alierward water, which & mow called
The Water (lavpriom) im Seijncd; and the bays
the lnke ke e o5 the bendionls = Sclend. Se
stk bard Boags she old

“Ypekam drev hom Gyl Formr houds ol el
gial = Jerp-ohenl penks o bore the ewem,
s Yhot Gem the yse-roul w they wont with the wide

it stowennd, Dessmari’s socllimy; wolt el ol Ghe Somr ide™



GYLFI'S MOCKING.

King Gylfi was a man wise and skilled in spells,
be wondered much that the Asafolk was so cunning
that all things went afler their will, (and) he thought
to himself whether that might be from their own
nature, or because of the mighty Gods whom they
worshipped. He began his journey to Asgard and
went stealthily, and took on him an old man’s like-
ness, and hid himself so. But the Asa were wiser -
than he in that they had spaedom, and they saw
his Journey before he came, and made ready against
him false shows. Now when he was come into the
burg then saw he there a hall so high that he
was scarce able to see over it, it’s roof was laid
with gilded shields as it were with shingles. So
saith Pioddlf of Hvina that Valhall was thatcht
with shields.

“Warriors care-vext Let on the back glisten
(smitten with stones were they) Svafnir's roof-ires,”

Gylfi saw a man in the hall-door who played
with small-swords, and had seven aloft at once,
that (man) asked him first for his name, he called

Gylfi's Mocking. 1
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himself Géangleri, and (said he was) come from
a far journey and ]JI‘EI}"E’[‘I- to seek 2 nights’ lodging;
and asked who owned the hall. He answers that was
their King, “But I may lead Yhee to see lim, and
tiien shallt thou thyself ask him his name:” and the
man turned before him into the hall, but he went
after, and straitway the door shut to at his heels. There
‘saw he many rooms and much folk, some a-playing,
some a-drinking, some with weapunsra—ﬁghling:
‘then he turned bim about and thought many things
‘past belief that he saw, then quoth he

“Kvery pate for hard 'tis to tell
&re oné poes on . where foes are sitting
about should he scanned, 1 th' house before thec.”

He saw three highseats one above the other,
“and three men sat, one in each, then asked he what
“the néimes of those Lords might be. He that led
“him in answers, that he who sat in the nethermost
highseat #as a King and hight Har, but next sat
one hight Jalnhdr, aad uppermost he that hight
Privt. ‘Then Har asks the comer what more his
errand is, and says meat and drink are free to him
"as to all there in Hava-hall. He says he will first
spy out if there be any wise man there within.
Har says, that he comes not whole out unless he

be Wwiser,
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“ind stand thou forth
sinceé thou askest
e that sayeth shall sit™.

3. Gangleri bezan his speech thus; Who is first
or eldest of all Gods? Hir says. He hight Allfadir
in our ‘tongue, but in the old Asgard he had twelve
names; the first is Allfadir, the second is Herran or
Herian, the third is Nikarr or Hnikarr, the fourth
s Nikuz or Hoiku8r, the fifth Fidlnir, the sixth
Oske, the seventh Omi, the eighth Bifipi or Biflindi,
the winth Svi¥orr, the tenth Svibrir, the eleventh
ViBrir, the twelfth Jalg or Jalkr. Then asks Gén-
gleri; Where is that GodP or what is his might? or
what has he been pleased ta work out? Hér eays.
‘He lives from all ages, and rules over all his vealm,
and ‘sways all things great’ and small. Then said
Jafohar, He smithied heaven and eavth and the lift
and all that belongs to them. Then said Pri%i:
‘What is most he made man, and gave him a sounl
that shall live and mnever perish, though the hody
rot to mould or burn to ashes; and all men that
are right-minded shall live and be with himself in
the place called Vingolf; but wicked men fare to
Hell, and thence into Niflhel that is beneath in the
ninth world. Thea said Géngleri; Where kept he
ere Heaven and Farth were yet made? Then ans-

wers Hir: Then was he with the HrimPursar.
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4, Gingleri said; What was the beginning? or
how did it arise? or what was before? Hir ans-
wers: As it 1s said n Voluspa.

“Twas the morning of time Earth was not found
when yet naught was, nar Heaven above

nor sand nor sea was there, a Yawning-gap there was,
nor cocling streams; but grass nowhere™,

Then spake Jafnhar: Many ages ere the earth
wag shapen was Niflheim made; and in the midst
of it lieth the spring hight Hvergelmir and thence
fall those rivers hight thus. Svavl, GunnPra, Fiirm,
Fimbul, Pul, Sl¥%r and HriP, Sylgr and Ylgr, Vi8
Letptr, Giéll is nearest Helgate. Then spake Pri®i:
But first was that world in the southern sphere
hight Muspell, it is so bright and hot that it burns
and blazes, and may not bhe trodden by those who
-are outlandish and have no beritage there. He 1s
named Surtr who sits there on the border to guard
the Land; he has a flaming sword, and at the end
of the world will he fare forth and herry and
overcome all the Gods, and burn all the world
with fire; so it is said in Véluspa.

“Surlr fares south fro Rocks dash together,
with blazing brand, Giants totter,

from the sword of the sphere-God Wen tread the way to Hel;
shineth a sunbeam, but Heaven is cleft".
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5. Gangleri said; What was the shape of things
ere the races were yet mngled, and the folk of
men grew? Then said Har: Those rivers that are
called Elivigar, when they were come so far from
their springhead that the quick venom whi::'h flow-
ed with them hardened, as dross that runs out of
the fire, then became that ice; and when the ice
stood still and ranm not, then gathered over it that
damp which arose from the venom and froze to
rime; and the rime waxed, each (fayer) over the
other, all into Ginminga-gap. Then spake Jafnhir:
Ginnunga-gap which locked toward the north parts
was filled with thick and heavy ice and rime, and
everywhere within were fogs and gusts; but the
south side of Ginnuoga-gap was lightened by the
the-sparks and gledes that flew out of Muspellheim.
Then spake Pridi: As cold arose out of Niflheim
end all things grim, so was that part that looked
towards Muspell hot and bright; but Ginndnga-gap
was as light as windless air; and when the blast
of beat met the rime, so that it melted and drop-
ped and quickened from those lifedrops, by . the
might of him who sends the heat there was sha-
[ ped the likeness of a man, and he was named Ymir,
but the HrimPursar call him Avrgelmir; and thence
are sprung the stock of the HrimPursar, as is said

in Voluspd the short.
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“From Viddkf : But peisongecthers -
are witches all, irom Svart-havfda,
From Vilmeipi (iants all

wisards all, from Ymir come.™

But as to this thus says VafPrdPoir the Giamt

when Gagnradr asked

“Whenee cane Avrgelmir, From Elivhgar

of the sons of the giant - sprang venom drops,

first, Thou wise Giant? and waxed tili a (viant was made.
Thence are our kindred '
Come &1l together,
Therefore are we so stout,”

Then said Gangleri; How waxed the races to-
gether from him, or what was done so that more
men came? or trowest thon him God whom thou
now spakest of? Theo answers Hir: By no means
may we believe him to be God; he was bad
and all his kind, them call we HrimPursar: and
so it is said, when he siept he fell into a sweat;
then waxed under his left hand a man and a wo-
man, and one of his feet gat a son with the other;
and thence cometh that race, those are the Hrim-
Pursar; the old HrimPurs him call we Ymir.

6. Then said Gangleri; Where abode Ymir?
or on what lived he? The next thing when the rime
dropped was that the cow hight Audhumla was
made of 1t, but four milk-rivers ran ont of her
teats aud she fed Ymir; then said Gangleri. On what
did the cow feed? Har says'; She licked rime-stones
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whith were salt, aud the first day thai she licked
the stones, there came at even out of the stomes a
man's bair, the second dey a man’s head, the third
day all the man was there; He 1s named Buri, he
was fair of face, great and wighty; he gat a son,
hight Borr. He took (to him) the woman hight Besls,
daughter of BolPorn the Giant, and they had three
sons, the first hight Odin, the second Vili, the third
Ye: and 1 trow this Qdin and his brethrep mnst
be the steerers of heaven and earth, and we think
that be must be so called, so hight the man whom
we kuow to be greatest and lordliest; and well

may they (wmen) give him this name.
* % * * * - =

7. Then gaid Géngleri. What atonement was;
there between them, or which were the stronger?
Then answers HfiIr; Bor's sons slew Ymir the Giant;
but when he fell there ran so much blood out of
his wounds, that with that they drowned all the
kind of the Hri:ﬁf’ursar, save one who got away with
his household ; him the giants call Bergelmir, be went
on board his bna;:, and (with bim) his wife, and
beld him there; and of them are come the race of

HrimPursar, as is here said.

“Winters past counting that first I remember,
" ere earth was yet shaped out, how the Giant so crafty
then was Bergelmir born; was stowed in the skiff safe”
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8. Then answers Gingleri; What was done then
by Bir's sons, if thou trowest that they be Gods?
HAir says; Thereof is not little to say. They took
Ymir and bore (him) into the midst of Ginntdnga-
gap, and made of him the earth: of his blood seas
and waters, of his flesh earth was wade; but of
his bones the rocks; stones and pebbles made they
of his teeth and jaws and of the bones that were
broken. Then said Jalonhir. Of that blood which
ran out of the wounds and flowed free, they made
the (great) sea, and anon set the earth fast and laid
that sea round about it in a ring without; and »
must seem to most men beyond their strength to
come over it. Then said Pridi: They took also his
skull and made thereof heaven and set it up over
the earth with four sides, and under each corner
they set dwarves: they hight thus Austri, Vestri,
NorPri, SuPri. Then took they the sparks and gle-
des that went loose and had been cast out of Mus-
pelheim, and set (them) in heaven, both above and
below, to give light to heaven and earth; (and) they
gave resting-places 1o all fires and set some n Heaven;
some fared {ree under heaven and they gave them
a place and shaped their goings: So it is said in
old songs, that from that time were days and
_ years marked out; as is said in Véluspa.
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“Sun that wist not what power ha had,
where she her hall bad, stars that wist pot
Moon that wist not where an abode they had”.

So was it ere this shape of earth was. Then
said Gangleri; Great tidings are these I now hear,
a ‘wundrnus mickle smithying is that, and defily
done. How was the earth fashioned? Then answers
Har: It is round without and there beyond round
about it, lieth the deep sea; and on that sea-strand
gave they land for an abode to the kind quGiants,
but within on the earth made they a burg round
the world, against restless giants, and for this burgl
reared they the brows of Ymir the giant, and cal-
led the burg Midgaﬁl: they took also his brain and
cast {it) aloft, and made thereof the clouds as is

here said.
“(f Ymirs flesh “But of his brows
was earth y-shapen, made the hlithe powers
but of his sweat seas; Midgard forr mens sons;
racks of his bonss, Bat of hiz brauin
trees of his hair, were hard of mood
but of his skull heaven,” the clonds a1l y-shapen.”

9. Then said Gaéngleri; Methought they had
then brought much about, when Heaven and earth
were made, and Sun and moon were set, and days
marked out; bit whence came the men that dwell

in the world? Then answers Har: As Bor’s sons
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went along the sea-strand they found two stocks,
(and) shaped out of them men. The first gave soul
and life, the second wit and will to move, the
third face, speech, hearing, and eyesight; (they)
gave them clothing and names; the man hight Ask,
but the woman Embla; and thence was thc kind of
man begotten, to whom an abode was given under
Midgard. Then next they, (Bor’s sons) made them
a2 burg in the midst of the world, that is called -
Asgard: [that call we Troy] there abode the Gods
and their kind, and wrought thence many tidings
and feats both on earth and in the sky. There is
one place hight Hlipskialf, and when Odin sat there
in lis highseat, then saw he over the whole world
and each man’s behaviour, and knew all things that
he saw. His wife hight Frigg Fiirgvin’s daughter,
and from their offspring is the kindred come
that we call the Asa stock, who dwelt in Asgard
the old and the reabus which lie about it; and all
thut stock are known to be Gods. And for this
may he hight Allfadir, that be is father of all the
GGods and men, and of all that was wrought out by
him and his strepgth; Earth was his daughter and
wife, and of her got he the first son, and that was
Asa-Porc: him followed strength and sturdiness,
thereby quelleth he all things guick.
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~ 20 Norvi or Narfi hight & giant who abode
in Jotanheim, he had a daughter hight Nitt, she
was swart end dark like the stock she belonged to;
she was given to the man hight Naghfari, their sow
hight AuBr, next was she given to bim hight An-=
narr, J6r® hight their daughter; last Delliogr had
her, he was of the Asa-stock, their son was Dagr,
light and faic was he after his father. Then took
" Allfadur Nott and Dagr her son, and gave them
two horses and twe cars, and set them up in hea~
ven that they should drive round the earth each
in twelve hours by turns: Nott rides first on the
horse that is called Hrimfaxi, and every morn he
bedews the earth with the foam from his bit. The
horse that Dagr has hight Skinfaxi, and all the sky

and earth glistens from his mane.

11. Then said Gangleri; How steereth he the
going of the Sun and Moon? Har says. The man
who is named Mundilféri had twe children, they
were so fair and free that he called one of them
(the son} Méni (Moon), but his daughter Sol (Sun),
and gave her to the man hight Glenr: but the
Gods were wrath at his pride, and took that kin-
dred and set (them) up in Heaven; (and) let Sol
drive the hovses that drew the car of the Sun, which
the Gods had made to give light to the world ont



12 GYLFI'E MOCKING,

of those sparks that flew out from Muspelheim,
those horses hight thus Arvakr, and Alsvibr: and
under the withers of the horses the Gods set two
wind-bags to cool them; but in some songs that is
called isarucol (iron, and ice cooling). Mani steers
the going of the moon, and sways his rise and wane;
he took two children from earth hight thus, Bil
and Hiuki, and they went from the spring hight
Byrgir, and bare on their shoulders the bucket that
Szgr hight, aud the pole Simul; Vibfinor is named
their father; these children follow Mini as may be

goen from earth.

12. Then said Géngleri; Swift fares the Sun
and mnear as if she were afraid, mor could she
make more speed on her way an she dreaded her
bane. Then answers Har; Not wonderful is it that
she fares amain; near cometh he that seeketh ber,
and no way to escape hath she save to run be-
fore him. Then said Géngler;; Who is he that ma-
keth her this toil? Har says: It is two walves and
he that fares after her hight Skill; him she fears,
and he must overtake her: but he that hight Han
HroSvitnir’s son bounds before her, and he wills to
cetch the moon, and so must it be. Then said
Gaungleri; What is the stock of these wolves? Hir
answers; A hag dwells eastward of Midgard in the.
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wood hight Jarnviér, in that wood abide those wite
ches hight Jarnvidiur, the old hag brought forth
many giant sons, and all in wolfs likeness; and
thence sprung these wolves; and so it is said, of
that stock will arise one the mightiest, who is cal-
led Managarm; he will be filled with the lifeblood
of all those men that die; and he will swallow the
moon, and stzin with blood heaven and all the sky;
thence loses the sun his sheen, and the winds arve
then wild, and roar hither and thither; as is said

in Voluspa.

“Eastward sits the old (hag) He 1s filled with lifeblood

in the iron-wood of men a-dying, |

and brings forth there He reddens the Gods ssats
Fanrir’s kindred; with ruddy gore;

‘there comes of them all swart is the sun-shine

one the greatest, of summers after,

the moon's swallower , weather all fickle:

in a fiends shape; are ye wise yet or what?"

13. Ther said Gaogleri; What is the path from
earth to heaven? Then answers Har and laughed
at {the same time). Not wisely is it now asked, hath
it not been told thee how the Gods made a bridge
from earth to heaven, and called it Bif-ralust; that
must thou have seen, it may be thou callest it rain-

bow. It is of three hues and very strong and
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wrooght with crefi and caoning more thaw other
smithyings: but though &t be so strong, yet must i
break whem the childrea of Muspeil fare 10 rde
ever i, and swim their borses over great nivers,
s come they on. Theo said Gingleri; Methinks the
Gods could not have built the bridge m esrnest,
sf i shall be able o break, they who can make
what they will. Then said Har: The Gods are not
worthy of blame for this smithying; a good brndge
js Bifranst, but no thing is there in thus world that
may trust in liself when the sons of Muspell come

on to the fighi.

1L Then sid Gingleri; What dwd Allfadir af-
ter Assard was made? ‘Hir sad: In the beginning
he set vulers, and bade them doom with him the
weirds of man, and rede of the shape of the burg;
that was ijo the place bight [Pavolir in the madst
of the barg. Their first work was to make a court
which their seats stand 1u, twelve others beside the
highseat that Allfadic hath; that house is the best
wmade on earth and the biggest, it is all within and
without as it_were one gold, in the place men call
Gladsheim. Another ball made they there, where 1he
Goddesses bad their Holyplace, and it was very fair;
that house call men Vingdlf. The next thing they
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did was to lay dowa a forge, aad for it they
wrought hammer tongs and stithy, and by help of
these all other tools; and next to that they smitlned
ore and stone and tree, and so plentifully that ore
hight gold, that all their housestuff had they of
it; and lﬁat age is called gold-age but it was af-
terward spoilt by the coming thither of the wo-
men that came out of Jotunheim. Then next sat
the Gods upon their seats, and held a doom and
bethought them how the Dwarves bad quickened
in the mould and beneath 'in the earth, like to ma'g"-
gots in flesh: the Dwarves had first been shaped
and"taken quickness in Ymir's flesh, and were then
maggots; but at the will of the Gods they became
wise with the wit of men, and were in the like-
pess of men; allbeit they abide in earth and stones:
MoBsognir wes one dwarf, and Durinn ancther; so

it is said in Viluspa.

“Then went the powers all There was Mao¥sognir

to their stools ¥ the rack, mate the master
Gods right-holy, of Dwarvds all,

and of that took heed, and Duorinn another;
who should the kiopdred _ there like te men,

of dwarves shape out, not few were shapen
from the briny blodd - dwarves ¢n the earth

and limbs of the blue One, ° as Purion s2id.”
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doom, every day ride the Asa up thither over Bi-
fraust, which hight also Asbridge: the horses of
the Asa bight thus; Sleipmir it best, him hath
Odinn he has eight feet, the second is Gladr, the
third Gyllir, the fourth Gler, the fifth Skei'Sbrimir,
the sixth Silfrinntoppr, the seventh Sinir, the eighth
Gils, the ninth Falhdfnir, the tenth Gulltoppr,
Latifeti the eleventh; Balldr's horse was burnt with
him; but Pér walks to the doom and wades those
rivers hight thus.

“Rayrmt and Avrmi, Every day;

and Kerlang twain, that he fares to doom

those shall Pérr wade at Yggdrasil’s ash;
For Asa-bridge

burns all afire,
the holy waters boil.”

Then said Gangleri; Burns fire over Bifraust?
Hir apswers: That thou seest red in the bow is
burning fire; the Rimegiants and the Hillogres
(Hrimfursar oc Berg,risar) might go up to heaven
were a path or Bifraust free to all who would
fare (thither). Many fair homesteads are there
in heaven and for all there is a godlike ward set:
there stands ome fair hail under the Ash by the
spring, amd out of that hall come three maidens
hight thus, Urbr, VerPandi, Skulld, these maids
shape the lives of men, them call we Nornir; yet
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are there beside Normir who come to every man
that is bore to shape his life, and of these (some)
are known to be godlike; but others are of the
Elfrace, and a third kind of the dwarfstock; as

is here said

“Born far asander some of the Askin are,
methinks the Nornir are, some bl the Elfkin are,
they have not the same stock; some Dwalin's daughters.™

Then said Géngleri; If the Noranir rule the
weirds of men, thea they deal them very unevenly,
for some have a good life and a rich, but some
little gifts or praise, some long life, othersome short.
Har answers: Good Nornir and well akin shape good
lives, but these men whe are weighed down with
mishap, against them bad Nnrpir wield their might.

16. Then said Gangleri; What more wonders
are there to be said of the Ash? Hair says; Much
is to be said thereof; an eagle sits in the boughs
of the Ash, and he i3 wise in much; but between
his eyne sits the hawk hight VePrfavlnir; the squir-
rel hight RatatGskr runs up and down along the
Ash, and hears words of hate betwixt the eagle and
Nithavgg; (the dragan) and beside four barts run
amid the branches of the Ash and bite the buds,
they hight thus Diisn, Dvalino, Dunneir, DuraPrér;
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but so many worms are in Hvergelmir with NiShavgg
that no tongoe may tell, as is here said,

“Yggdrasil’s ssh The hart bites above,
beareth hardships - bat at the side it rols,
more than men wit of Nizhavgg scores it beneath,”

and so again it is said.

“More worma are lying Gdinn and Mdinn,
under Ypggdrasil’s ash {They're Grafvitnir's sons)
than every silly ape thipks of; Grdbakr and Grdfiayllugr.

Ofnir and Svafoir,
methinks mnst for aye gnaw
the boughs of the tree”

Again it is said, that those Nornir who abide
by Urpr’s spring draw every day water from the
spring, and take the clay that lieth round the
well, and sprinkle them up over the ash for that
its boughs should pot wither or rot; but that wa-
ter is so holy that all things which come into the
spring become as white as the skin hight shale,
(skiall} which lieth within and cleaveth to an egg-
shell. As is here said. | |

An ash ken I besprent Thence come the dewdrops
hight Yggdrasil's, that fall in the dales,
high (stands) the holy tree, green for aye stands it oér
with white clay, UrPr's wellspring.

The dew that falls thence on the earth | call
men honey-fall and on it feed beeflys; fowl twain
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are fed in UrPr’s spring they hight Swaus and from
those fowl have come the kind so hight.

17. Then said Gangleri; Mickle tidings cans’t
thou to tell of heaven, what more headseats ‘are
there than (that) at Urpr's spring? Hir dnswers:
Many famous homesteads are there, one is that
called Elfheim, there dwell the folk hight Lighi-
elves, hgt_ the Darkeljes abide beneath in earth,
and they are unlike in look, but much more un-
like in deeds; the Lightelves are fairer than the
sun to fogk on, but the Darkelves swarthier than
pitch. There is also the stead which is called Brei-
Pablik and none fairer is there. There is also that
hight Glitnir, and it's walls and pillars and posts
are of red geld but it's roof of silver. There is
#gain the stead hight Himinbidrg, that stands on
heaven’s edge at the bridge end where Bifraust
toucheth heaven. There is beside a great stead
hight ‘Valaskialf, - that stead bath Odinn, the Gods
made it and thatched it with sheer silver, and there
jn that hall is BISskidlf the highseat thus hight,
and when Allfadir sitteth in that seat he seeth over
the whole world, On the southern edge of heaven
is the hall that is fairest of all and brighter than
the sun Gimle hight, it shall stand when both
heaven and earth have passed away, and good and
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righteous men shall live in that stead through all

ages. So v it said in Vihusp. ' \
©A hall stands I wis, There shall domghty
than the sm faiver, wen abidé,
than gold betler, and threugh all days
in Gimle aloft; bliss enjoy.”

Them said Géngleri; What guards this stead
when Surtr’s fire burns heaven and earth? Har
says: So it is said that there is a second hedven
southward up above this heaven, and that heaven
hight Andlingr; but the third heaven is again above
this, and hight Vi%bliinn, and in that heaven we
think this stead is, but we deem that the Light-
elves alone abide in it now.

18. Then said Gangleri; Whence comes the
wind? He is so strang that he rears gre'at seas and
fans fire, but strong though he be, yet may he not
be seen, therefare is he wonderfully shapem. Then
answers Har. That can I well tell thee; at the
northern end of heaven sits a Giant Hrasvelgr hight,
he bas an eagle’s feathers, but when he bouns him
to flight, then arise the winds under his wings:
here is it s0 said,

Hrasvelgr hight fran his pinions

he who sits at heaven's end  they say the wind comes
a giant in eagle’s guise, all mankind over.



GYLETS MOCKING, 23

19. Then said Gangleri; Why skills it so
much that summer should be hot, but winter cold?
Har answers: Not thus would a,6 wise man ask,
i;ur this all know 1o tell of, but if thon alone hast
been so slowwitted as not to have heard it, then
I will rather forgive, that thou shouldst once ask
unwisely, than that thou shouldst go on longer
a dolt in what thou oughtest to kpow. Svasu¥r
(SweetsuSr) hight he that is father of Summer, and
he is of easy life so that from his warmth that
which is mild is called sweet; but the father of
winter has two names, Vindloni or Vindsvalr, he
15 VasaPur's son and all that kindred were grim
and of icybreath, and winter keeps their mood.

. 20, Then sad Géngleri;f Who are the Asa
that men are bound 1o believe on? Then answers
Har. Twelve are the godlike Asa. Then spake
Jafnhar. Not less holy -are the Asynia mor is their
might less. Then spake Pripi; Odinn is first and
eldest of the Asa: he rules all things, and though
the other Gods be mighty, yet they serve him all
like as children a father. But Frigg 1s his wife,
and she knows the weirds of men though she tells
them not before; as it is here saxd that Odin’s self
said to the As hight Loki.
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“Mad art thou Loki Weirdes all
and reft of wit methinks Fripg knoweth
why stopp'st thow ot Loki?  thoogh she telleth them never.”

Odinn hight Allfadir because he is the father
of all Gods, he also hight Valfadir, becanse his
sons by choice are all those who fall in fight, for
them makes he ready Valball and Yingolf, and there
hight they champions (Einheriar). He also hight
Hangagu's or Haptagu, Farmagu3, and beside he
has been named in many ways while he w:.ﬁ
coming to king Geirripar, |

“] am called Grimr, Sixhavttr, Sikskespr,
and Gi"ﬂr"&rl 55‘“3‘:‘, Haikudr,
Hevian, Hiilmberi, Allfawdr, Atridyr, (Farmatyr),
Pecke, Pripi. _ Oski, Omi,

Pa¥r, Usr, Jafnhir, Biflindi,
Helblindi, Hir;, Gavpdler, Harbardr,
Sajyr, Svipall, Seiymar, Svigrir,
Somwegetall, J&lkr, Kialarr, Vipwr,
Hertcitr, Huikarr, Prie, Yggr, Pundr,
Bileygr, Bileyyr, ¥akr, Skilvingr,
Baviverkr, Ficloir, Vatulty, Hroplalyr,

Grimais, Glapsviyr, (Fiobvir). Gawtr, Veratyr.”

Then said Gingleri; Very mwany names have
y¢ given him, and by my troth I wis that will
be a mickle wise (man), who can here weigh and
deem what chances happened 1o him for each of
these names. Then answers Hir: Much skl s
needed nghtly to find out that, bat yet Rt is shor-
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test to. tell thea, that most of
be&n_ givert for the sake, that,

these: names havg
s there aye many
branches . of tongues in the worfd, so all peoples
thought, it 'was needful to turn
tongue, that they might call onghim and ask boons
¢of him for themselves; byt som

is name mto theiy
chances of thesg

old tales, and never mayest thow:
man. if thau- shallt not be a
great tidiugs. £

21, Then said Géngleri; What- are the: nemes
of the other Asa? What is thbir business, or whas
have they brought about® Mir answets: Pérr is the
foremost of them, he is called AsaPérr or GkuPporm
he is the strongest of all Gods and men; he hath
that realm bight PriSvingr, but his hall hight
Bilskirnir, in that hall are five hundred and forty
floors, that is the greatest house which men ‘have
made. Sa is it said in Grimoismgl, |

“Five hundred floora

and forty mo

are in bowed Bilakirgpir I trow; = -
of those houses

that roofed T know

my son’s is mosk I wis™

Poér bas two goats hight thus Tanngnidstr
and Tanngrispir, and acar which he drives in, but
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the goats draw $he car, wherefore he is called
OkuPoir. He hasialso three things of great price,
one of them is jthe hammer Miillnir which the
Rimegrnts and Hillogres know when it is raised
aloft, and that is no wonder, it has split many
a skull of their Z'nthers or friends: the second
costly - thing that{ he has is the best of strength
belts, and when girds it about him then waxes
his godstrength ¢ne half; but the third thing he
kas, in which 1s g(eat worth, is his irongloves thvose
he may not miss ffir his hammer’s haft: but none
B B0 wise as to sn]r.lgall his great works, yet can}
tell thee so many tidiigs of him that hours might
be whiled away ere all i.i__r.'T said that 1 know.

22. Then said Gaagleri; I wish to ask tidings
of more Asa. Har anyi: The second son of Odinn
i8 Balldr and of him it is good to say, he 1s the
best and him all praise, he is so fair of face and
so bright that it glistens from him, and thereis a
grass so white that it is likemed to Balldr's brow,
that i1s of all grass the whitest, and thereafter
mayst thou mark his fairness both in hair and body.
He is wisest of the Asa and fawrest spoken and
wildest; and that pature is in him that none may
withstand his doom; he abideth .in the place hight
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Breidablik, that is in heaven; in that stead may
naught be that is unclean, as is here said. '

«“Breipehiik bight In that land
where Ballder hath whereg I wis there heth
for himself reaved a hall;  léast loathliness”

23. The third As is the one called Njirbr,
he dwelleth in heaven in the place called Noatin,
he ruleth over the going of the wind and stilleth
seas and fire; on him shall {men). call in seafaring
and fishing: he is so rich and weslthy that hie oan
give broad lands and goods to those who call on
him for them. He was bora and bred in Vanakeim,
but the Vanir gave him as an hostags to the Gods,
and took instead for an . Asahostage him hight
Henir; and he it was that set the Geds and Vanir
at one agaim. Njor¥r -has th_.at' woman Lo ;w_iﬁ;
hight Ska®i daughter of Piazi the giant, Ska%i
will have the abode that her father erewhile had,
it is on some fells in the parts called Prymheimr;
but Njir8r will be near the sea; they settled it at
last in this wise, that they should be nine nights
in Prymheimr and then three in Néatuin; now when
Njorér came back to Néatin from the fells, then
sang he this,

1 was sick of the fally, The wolf's howl

I was pot there long methought soundad ill
nights only nine; after the swan’s sopg.™
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Then sang Ska®i this,

“Sleep can I never he waketh me,
in my bed on the strand as he comes from the sea,
for the seafowl’s cry, every morm, the mew.”

Then fared Ska%i up to the fells and abode
in Prymheim; and she goes much on smowshoon,
and bears a bow and shoots beasts; she hight the
snowshoe Goddess or Avndurdis. So it is said,

" «Pyymheimr hight Bot now Ska%i dwells in,
where Piazi abode the smowshoe bride good,
. e that mightiestalziant; , her fathers old hell"”

24 Niér%r in Noatun begat afterward twe
children, a son hight Freyr and a daughter Freyia,
they were fair of face and mighty: Freyr is most
famous of the Asa, he rules over rain and sun-
shine and also the fruitfulness of the earth, and
on him it is good to call for harvest and peace;
and he also sways the wealth of men. But Freyia
is most famous of the Asynia she has that bower
in heaven hight Folkvanger, and whithersoever she
rideth to the battle, then hath she one half of the

glain, but Odinn the other. As is here said

“Félkvingr hight (ninth) half the slain she chooseth
and there Freyia ruleth every day
choice of seats in the ball. and baif Qdin bath.™

Her hall is Sessrymmir it is great and fair;
but when she fares abroad she drives cats twain ;
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and sits in a carj she lends an casy car te thd
prayers of men, and from her name is that titde
that rich women are called Freyior; she likes well
loveditties and on her it is good for ln'rer&'tu call.

25. Then said Gingleri; Great mcthmks am
these Asa In themselves, nor is i1t wonderful that,
mickle craft follows you, ye who are able to scan
the. Gods, and know whencﬂ to ask your boons ,
but are there yet more Gods? Hir answers. There
is heside the As hight Tyr; he is the most darma
and best of mood, and he sways much the victory
in fight; on him it is good for wrestlers ta call,
There is a saw that he is tyrstrong who is before
other men and never yields; he is also so wise
that it is said, he is tyrlearned who s wise. This
is one mark of his daring, when the Asa beguiled
Fenris-wolf to lay about him the fetter Gleipnir
he trusted them wot, that thn_}' would looge him,
before they laid in his mouth Tyrs band as &
pledge; but when the Asa would not locse him
then bit he the hand off at the part now hight wolf’s -
joint: and Tyr is onehanded .and nut_upllcﬁ_ &
peacemaker among wmen. - -

26, Bragi hight one | (As,) he is famous for
wisdom and best in tongue-wit and cunning speech.
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He kpows mwost abeut song and from him n »
thal songcraft s named Beagr. And from his name
we call those “#braga” chorl or wife, who have wit
in words before other men and women. His wife
hight IPuon she keeps in a chest the apples that
the Gods must bite when they grow old, and then
become they all young again, and so must it be
all until the twilight of the Gods (Ragnarﬂvk). Then
said Gangleri. Much indeed methinks have the Gods
under the care and trath of IPumn. Then said
Hir and laughed. They lay near a great risk once.
I may be able to tell thee thereof, but thou shallt
first hear the names of more Asa. '

27. Hermdallr hight one, he is called the
white As, he is great and Enly, him their son bare
ineidens mine, and all sisters; He also hight Hallin-
skipi and Gullintenns his teeth were of gold, hm
horse hight Gulltappr; he abideth in the place
| hight Il'iminb;ﬂrg by Bifraust, he is warder of the
Gods, and sitteth there at heaven's end to keep the
bridge against the Hillogres; he needeth less sleep
than a bird, he seeth dey and might alike an hun-
dred miles from him, he heareth be it gras that
groweth on earth, or wool on sheep and al things
londer than these; he hath the horn hight Gidll,
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and it's blast is heard in all worlds; the head is
called Heimdall’s sword; Thus is 1t here saul

“Himinbitrg hight There the God’s warder drinke
there where Heimdall in mirthful halls
they say rules the house; gladsorme the good mead.™

And again he says of himself in Heimdall's song,

“child amx I of maidens pipe
son amt I of sisters nine®,

28. Havdr hight one As, he is blind; very
strong is he, but the Gods would wish that this As
might never need to be named, becﬂuﬁe his handy-
work will long be had in mind both by Gods
and men. |

29. Viparr hight one, the silent As; he hath
a very thick shoe; he is next in strength to pérr,
on him the Gods.have much trust in all straits,

30. Ali or Vak hight one, son of Odin and
Rindar; he is daring in fight aud a very happy shot.

31. Ulir hight one, son of Sif I'ér’s stepsom,
he it so good a bowman, and so fast on his
snowshoon, that none may strive with him; he is
fair of face, and hath a warriors wmiecu; on him it
is good to call in single combat. |

32. Forseti hight the son of Balidr and Nanna
Nep’s daughter, he hath that hall in heaven hight
Glitair, and all that come to him with knotty
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lawsmits go all away sct at ome again, that is the
Dest doomstead with Gods and men; so s it here
said.

“Glitnir bight a hall Bat Forseti abideth

with gold "tis stayed, there for dye

ond silver thatehi the zsme; and stilleth all amts.

33. He is besidea told with the Asa whom
some call the backbiter of the Asa, and spokesman
of evil redes, and shame of all Gods and men; he
that is named Loki or Loptr, son of Farbauti the
Giant, his mut_hér is Laufey or Hél, his brethren
are Bjleistr and Helblindi: Loki is free and fair
of face, ill in temper and very fickle of mood; he
hath above all men that craft called sleight and
cheateth in .all things; full oft hath be brought the
Asa into .great. straits and oft set them free by cun~
ning redes. His wife hight Sygin, their som Narj
or Narvi.

3. Yet more children had Loki; AngrboPa
hight a witch in Jotunheim, with her gat Loki
three children; the first was Fenriswolf, the second
Jorminngandr, that is Mi8gardsworm, the third is
Hel. But when the Gods wist that this kindred
was being bred up in Jétunheim, and the Gods found
ot by spaedom, that from this kindred much moan

- and
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and mishap must arise to them; and thought that
feom all of them much il was to be locked for,
first by the motker’s side and still worse by the
father’s, then sent Allfadir some of the Gods thither
to take the children and bring them to him: and
when they came to him then cast he the worm
into the deep sea that lieth about all lands; and
the worm waxed so0, that he lieth in the midst
of the sea round all the earth and holdeth his tail
with his teeth. Hel he cast into Niflheim, and gave
her power over mine worlds, that she should share
all those abodes among the men that are sent to
ber, and these are they who die of sicknessor eld;
she hath there great domains, and her yardwalls
are of strange height and her grates huge; Eliu%-
nir hight her hall, huoger her dish, starving her
knife, Ganglati her thrall Gangldt ber maid, (they
can scarce creep for sloth) a beetling chiff is the
threshold of her entry, eare her bed, burning
bale the hanging of her hall; she is half blue
and half the hue of flesh, therefore is she easy to
know, and (beside) very sterm and grim.

The wolf the Asa bred up at home, and Tyr
alone had the daring to go to him and give him
meat; but when the Gods saw how much be waxed

' Gylfi's Mocking. 3
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each day, and all spells said he must be raised up
to scathe them, then took the Asa this rede, they
made a fetter very strong which they called Lae-
Ping; and bare it to the wolf, and bade him
try his strength on the fetter; but it' seemed to
the wolf not above his strength so he let them do
with him as they listed; the first time the wolf
spurned against (it} the fetter broke, so was he
loosed from Lm-I?ing. Next made the Asa another
fetter half as strong again, which they called Dromi,
and bade the wolf prove this fetter, and told bim
he must be very famous for strength if such great
smithswork might not hold him; Now the wolf
thought this fetter was very strong, but at the
same time that his strength had waxed sinee he
broke Lzping; and it came info his mind that he
must run risks if he would be famous, so he let
them lay the fetter on him; and when the Asa
told him they were ready, then the wolf shook
himself, spurned against and dashed the fetter om
the earth, so that the broken bits flew far; thus
freed he himself from Dromi, and it has been
since held as a saw to say “loose out of LaPing,”
or “dash out of Drdmi,” when any thing is pas-
sing hard. After that the Ass were afraid they
should never get the wolf bound; then sent All-
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fadir a youth whe is named Skirnir, Freyr’s messen-
ger, downwards inte Swartelfheim to certain dwar-
ves, and et there be wrought the fetter hight
Gleipnir; it wes made of six things, footfall of
cat, beasrd of woman, root of stone, sinew of bear,
breath of fish, and spittle of bhird; and though thou
knewest not these tidings aforetime, yet may’st thon
speedily find a sure proof that lies are not told
thee; thou must have seem that a woman has no
beard; that there 1s no din when the cat leaps,
nor any roois under stones, and by my troth I
wis all that 1 have told thee is just astrue, though
there be some things that thou canst not prove.
Then said Géogleri; This may I skill to be true at
sight, these things can I see which thou hast taken
for a proof; but how was the fetter smithied?
Har answers; That can I well say, the fetter was
smooth and soft as a silkenstring, and so trusty and
strong as thou shallt now hear. When the fetter
was brought to the Asa they thanked their mes-
senger well for his pains; then fared they out to
the water hight Amsvartner, to the island that is
called Lyngvi, and called the wolf to go along with
them showed him the silkenband and bade him
break’ it, and quoth it was somewbat tougher than
it might look to be for the sake of i’s thinness;
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then they bLanded it one to the other and tryed
its strength with their bands, and broke it not;
“but, quoth they, the wolf must be able to snap it.”
Then answers the woll; “As for this thread it seems
to me I can get no fame though 1 break asunder
so fimber a band, but an it be made with ecraft
and guile, little though it look that band comes
not on my feet.” Then said the Asa that he must
he able to snap asunder in a trice a limp silkenband,
he who had before burst great ironfetters. “But if
thou'rt upable to break this band thou canst never
be uble to cause the Gods fear, and we will loose
thee straitway.” The wolf answers: “If ye bind me
so that I cannot get loose, ye would behave so that
it would ‘be late ere I had to thank you for your
help; loath am I to let this band be laid on me,
but rather than ye should doubt my bravery, let
some one of you lay his hand in my mouth for
a pledge that this is done without falsehood.” But
each As Jooked at the other, and thought now there
was a choice of two evils; nor would any throw
away his band, before Tyr put forth his right hand
gud lays it in the wolfs mouth. But when the
wolf spurned the band grew more stiff and the
harder he strained the tighter it got; then laughed
all save Tyr, he lost his hand; when the Asa saw
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that the wolf was fully bound, they took the chain
hight Gelgia, which was fixed to the fetter, and
drew it throcugh a great rock hight Gicll, and
fastened the rock deep down in the earth: then
took they a mickle stone hight Pviti, and drove it
still deeper into the earth, and wused this stone for
a holdfast. The wolf gaped amain and twisted
him about much and wished to bite them; they
thrust inte his mouth a certain sword, the hilt stuck
in bis nether jaw but the point in his upper, that
is his gag; he howls fiercely and slaver rans out
of his mouth, that is the river hight Yon: there lieth
he till the twihght of the Gods. Then said Ganglers;
Right ill children of his own had Loki; and yet
all that kindred are strong and mighty; but why
sdew not the Asa the wolf when ill was to be look-
ed for from him? Har answers. The Gods set such
store on their holiness and that sacred place, that
they would not stain them with the blood of the |
wolf, though their spaedom says he must become
the bane of Odin.

35. Then said Gangleri; Which are the Asynia?
Hir answers: Frigg is first, she has the bower hight
Fensalir, and 1t is right lordly. The second 1s Saga,
she dwells at Saukqvabeck and that is a mickle
homestead. The third is Eir she is the best leech.
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The fourth is Gefiun, she is a maid and her haed-
maidens are all they who die ‘maids. The fifth is
Fulla, she is still a maid, and fares loosehaired
with a goldband about ber head, she bears Frigg's
chest, and keeps her shoon, and knows her hidden
redes. Freyia is ranked with Frigg, she is wedded
to the man hight O8r; their davghter bight Hnoss,
so fair 15 she, that from ber name that which 1s
fair and winsome is called Hnoss. O%r bas fared
abroad a far way, but Freyia greets for him and
her tears are red gold. Freyia hath many pames
and the reason of this is, that she gave herself

many names as she fared through unknown peoples

n search of OBr: she hight Mardavll and Horm,

Gefn (and) Syr. Freyia hath the neeklace Brisingr;
she is called Vanadis. Seventh 8 Siéfa it liketh
her mueh to turn the mood of men, woman and
man alike, to love; from her name a wooer is eal-
ied Siafmi.,” Eighth is !..c:fn, she 3 so mild and
good to call on, that she gets leave from Allfadir
or Frigg to bring men and women together, though
that be forbidden or under a ban before; for this
is “love” ealled after her name, and so also that
which is mueh “loved” by men. Minth s Vir or
Var, she listeth to the oaths of men, and the treth

that men and women plight between one another;
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therefors those vows hight “varar,” and she takes
vengeance on those who break them. Vir is wise
and searching, so that no thing may escape her;
it is a saw that a woman becomes “var” (ware) of
what she becomes wise. Tenth is Syn, she keeps
the door in the hall and locks (at) against those
who should mot go in; and in trials she is set over
those suits, 1n which (any) man forswears himself;
whence s the saw that ‘“syn is set against it” when
a man "denies aught. Eleventh iz Hlin she is set
to watch over those men whoin Frigg will fore-.
warn agalost any peril; thence is the saw, that
he “hbleinir” who i1s forewarned. Twelfth is Snotra,
she 18 wise and eourtly, from her name men and
women that are wise are called Snotr. Thirteenth
(i) Gnd, her sendeth Frigg into many worlds on
her errands; she bath the horse that runneth
through air and water hight Hofvarpnir; it fell
once on a time as she drove, certain Vanir saw
her car in the lift; then quoth one,

“¥¥hat flyeth there,
what fareth there,
or in the lift glideth™

She answers,
“I fly not, on Héfvarpuir,
though [ fare whom Hamskerpir
snd glide through ihe lift gat with Garsréfea.”
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From Gpd’s name it is said that what fares
high (in air) “gon=fi.” Soél and Bil are told with
the Asynia, but of their nature it bas beea said

before.

36. There are beside, the others whose duty
it 1s to serve in Valhall, bear drink and tend the

boardgear and alehorns; so are they named in

Grimnismal.
““Hrist and Mist will I Hilldr and Pridmy,
should bear me the Lorn, Hléck and Herfictur,
Skeazzisld and Skavgul, Gavll and Geirehav's,

Randgriyr and Ridgris,
and Reginleif;
They hear the champions ale.”

These hight Valkyriur; them sendeth Odin to
every fight, they choose those men that are fey,
and sway the victory. Guodr and Rota, and the
youngest Norna, hight Skulld, ride also to choose
the slain and turn the battle, Iord (earth) Porr’s
mother, and Rindr Vald's mother are told with the
Asynta.

37. Gymir hight a maw, and his wife Avrbo3a,
she was of the Hillogres kin; their daughter is
Gerér, who is fairest of all women. There was a
day when Freyr had gone into HIi&skidlf and saw
over all worlds; but as he looked toward the north
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parts, then saw he m an hamlet 2 mickie and fair
house, and to this house wenta woman, and as she
Lifted ber hand and opened the wicket before her,
it glistened. from her hands both in the sky and
water, and all worlds were bright from her: and
then his great pride, in that he had sat him in
that holy seat, was so ywroken on him that he went
away full of grief. Now when he came home, he
spake not, neither slept he nor drank; and nowe
dared to crave words of him: then let NiSrdr be
called to him Skirnir, the youoth who waits on
Freyr, and begged him to go to Freyr and pray
bim to speak, and ask him with whom he was so
wrath that he spake not to men. But Skirpir quoth
he would go, though he was loath; and said ill
words were to be Jooked for from him. Now wheu
he was come. to Freyr, he asked why Freyr was
so close and spake not with men. Then answers
Freyr and said that he had seen a fair woman,
and for her sake was he so woeful that he could
pnot live longer if he might not have her: “and
now shallt thou go and ask her band for me, and
have her home hither whether her father will or
no, and I will well repay thee.” Then answers
Skirmir, and says that he will fare forth on his
errand, but Freyr sbhall give him his sword; that
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is s0 good a sword that it wields itself in fight;
and Freyr did not let this fall short, but gave him
the sword. Then fared Skirnir and begged the
woman for him, and got her word and nine nights
after should she come to the isle hight Barey,
and go then to the wedding with Freyr. Now when
Skirnir told Freyr how he bad sped, then quoth he

“Long i3 one night Often one month
long are two nights seemed to me less,
bow can I last out three; than this half night of love,”

This is the reason that Freyr was so weapon-
less when he fought with Beli, and slew him with
a bhart's horn. Then said Gingleri; Great wonder
it is that such alord as Freyr 15, would give away
a sword so that he had not another as good every
whit; a very great loss was that to bim when he
fought with him hight Beli, and by my troth I wis
he must then bave repented him of that gift: Then
answers Har: Little matter was that when he and
Beli met, Freyr could have slain him with his hand;
{but) the time shall come when Freyr will think
himself in a worse plight, as.he misses his sword,

when the sons of Muspell fare forth to the fight.

38. Then said Gingleri; Thou sayest that all
those men, that have fallen in fight from the be-

ginuing of the world, are now come to Odin in
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Valball; what has he to give them to eat? methinks
there should be there a very great throng. Then
answors Har: Truoe it s what thou sayest, a very
great throng is there, but many more shall yet
come, (thither) and still will it be thought too little
when the wolf cometh; but never is there so great
a band of men in Valhall, that the flesh of the
boar that hight Serimuir is not left over and above
to them; he is socdden every day and whole again
at even, but this asking that thon now askest, me-
thinks few would be so wise as to be able to tell
thee the truth bereof: Andhrimnir hight the cook
but Eldbrimnir the kettle; so is it here said.

“Andhrimnir serveth best of flesh;
'in Eldhrimnir but that few wol of,
Sxhrimnir sodden, on what the champions feed.”

Then said Gangleri; Has Odinn the same food
as the champions. Har answers: The meat that
stands on his board he gives to two wolves which
he bath, hight so Geri and Freki, and he peeds
no meat, wine is to him both meat and driok; as
18 here said.

“Geyi and Freki, Bot with wine only,
sates the wartamer lordly in arms,
the famous Father of hosts, Odinn for aye lives."”

Ravens twain sit on his shoulders and say

jnto his ear all tidings that they see or hear; they
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bighe dhes, Bores saad Baces: (swed sud =oe-
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here wed.
“Nwgwn ot Mamins, I prieves mr for Horas
By ewexy day It e shonld wek oo bork,
etk theblds sver: bt | bk mere for Tmemms

35 Then said Gasgleri: Whx have the cham-
piove to driuk which fills them as bonmiifully as
their meat? Or is water there drunken? Then an-
swers Hir; Woodromdy mow askest thow, as
Alffadir would bid to bim kings and carls and
other great men, and would give them water to
drink; and by my troth 1 wis many of these come
to Valhall who would think they booght their wa-
terdrink dear, if there were not better fare to be
had there at will; they who had before borne
wounds and toil unto death; other tidings can 1
tell thee thereof, the shegoat hight HerSrin stands
up alove Valhall, and bites the buds off the bran-
ches of tree that is very famons hight Léra%; but
out of her teats runs mead, so that she fills a stoop
every day, which is so great that all the champions

are full-drunken out of it. Then said Gaogleri;
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A mighty useful goat is she to them, (and) a right
brave tree must that be that she bites off. Then said
Hir: Still worthier of mark is the hart EikPyrni
who stands over Valhall and bites off the boughs
of this tree, but from his horns fall so many drops,
that they come down into Hvergelmir, and thence
fall the rivers so hight; S5, Vi8, Sekinn, Ekina,
Svél, Guonpré, Fibrm, FimbulPul, Gipul, Gépul,
Gomul, Geirvimul; these ran about the Asa abodes,
These are also named; Pyn, Vin, Boll, Bsll, Grd%,
GunnPraiun, Nyt, Navt, Navon, Hronn, Vina,

Yegsvinn, Piddnuma.

40. Then said Gangleri; These are wondrous
tidings, which thou now sayest; a very great house
must Valhal! be, and a great thromg must there
often be before the door? Then answers Har; Why
askest thou not how many doors there are in Val-
hall, or how great? If thou hearest that said, then
mightest thou say that it is wonderful if he who
will may not go out and in; but sooth to say it
is not less roomy as to its shape inside, than as

to its ingoing; of this mightest thou hear in

Grimoismal.
“Five hondred doors eight handred champions
. aad forty me go at once through one door,

are there in Vathall I trow; when they fare forth to war
: with the wolf™
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41. Then mid Gangleri; A mighty band of
men must there be ia Valhall, (and) se by my
troth | wis that Odinn is a very great Lord when
be steers such a mickle host; but what is the pass-
time of the champions, when they drink not? Hir
snswers; Every®*dsy when they have clothed them,
they put on their arms, and go out into the yard
and fight and fell each other; that is thewr play:
and when it looks toward inealtime, then ride they
home to Valball and st down to drink; g0 is it
bere said

“Ail the champions, the slain they choose,
Odin’s town within, snd ride from the fray;
are hewn at each day;  then sit they in friendship together.”

But that thou sayest is true, great is Odinn

in bimself; many proofs are found of this; so is

it here said in the very words of the Asa.

“Ygrdrasil’s ash Odin of Asa,
it is ficst of trees, bot of steeds Sleipnir,
bot Skiybladnir of ships; Bifraust of bridges;

Bot Bragi of bards,
Hibrdk of hawks,
but of hounds (rarme.™
42. Then said Gdngleri; Who hath thaL horse
Sleipnir? or what is there to say of him? Har
answers: Thou hast no skill of Sleipnir, nor kno-

west thou by what chance he came; but it must



CYL¥1'E MOCKING, &7

seem to thee worth to hear tell of. Once on a
time when the town of the Gods was abuilding,
when the Gods had set Mifgard and made Valhall;
there came a certain smith, and bid to make them
a burg in three half-years so good that it should
be true and safe egainst the Rimegiants and
Hillogres, though they should come in by MiSgar®.
But he asked for his hire, that he should have
Freyia for his own, and (beside) he would have
the Sun and Moon. Then went the Asa to talk,
and took their rede; and the bargein was made
with the smith that be should bave whsat he asked,
if he could get the burg done in one winter, bat
the first summerday f aught of the burg was
undone, then bis bargain should be off; (and be-
side) he should get help from no man toward the
work. And when they told him these terms, then
prayed he them to give bim leave, that he might
have help of his horse who SvaBilfori hight; and
by Loki’s rede that was also granted to him. He
set to work the first day of winter to make the
burg, but by uight he wont to draw stone for it
with his horse; but it seemed a great wounder to
the Asa how great stones that horse drew, and the
horse did one half more of the toilsome work than
the surith; but to their bargain there was strong
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wiiness and much swearing, for that it seemed not
safe to the giant to be amoung the Asa truceles
if Porr came home; but them he was faring eaat-
ward to fight Trolls Now as the winter went by
the -burg-bailding was far on, and it was so high.
and strong that it could in no -wise be taken; but
when there were yet two or three days to sum-~
mer {the work) was come almost to the burggate,
Then sat the Gods on their doomstools and took
rede, and asked each other, who had given the rede
to give Freyia away in Jotunheim, or so spoil the
lift and heaven, as to take thence Sun and Moon;
and give them to the giant; and all were of gne
voice that this rede he must have given, who gi-
veth most ill redes, Loki Laufey’s son, and said he
was worthy an ill death if he could net hit upon
some rede, so that the smith wight be off his bar-
gain; and they were just about to lay hands on
Loki. But as he became then afraid he sware
an cath that he would so bring things about, that
the smith should lose his wages whatever it cost
him. And the same even when the smith drove
out after stone with the horse Svapilfori, there ram
out of a wood a mare to the horse and neighed
at him: but when the steed knew what kind of
horse that was, then he grew mad and burst asunder
the
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the rope, and ran to the mare, and she away
to the wood; and the smith after them, and will
catch his horse; but these horses ran all night, and
the smith tarried there the pight, and afterward at
dawn so much was not smithied as bad been wont
before, And when the smith seed that it will not
be ended with the work, then falls he into the giant-
mood. . But when the Asa saw surely that it was
a hillogre that bad rvome in thither, they spared
not for their oaths, but called on Pérr; and
quick as thought came he, (and) next of ail lifi-
ed the bamwer Miilnir aloft, and so paid the
smith’s hire, and not with the Sun and Moon; but
forbade him even to dwell in Jétunhéim, and that
was easily (done) by the first blow that broke his
skull into small bits, and sent him heneath under
Niflhel. But Loki had run such a race with Sva-
Bilfori, that sometime after he bare a foal, it was
gray and bad eight feet, and that is the best horse
with Gods and mén; so 18 it said in Viluspa.

“Then went the powers all Gons were then oaths,

to their stools i* the rack, words and swearing,

Gods right-holy, all spoech of might

and of that took rede, ; at past between them;

who had the lift all alone wrought this,
with guils blended, swollen with anger,

or to the giant kin seldom sits he still

O¥r's may given? when be hears the like talktof™

Gylfi’s Mocking. 3
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43. Then said Gangleri; What s (there) to
say of SkidblaBnir, that (yon say) is best of ships?
is there not a ship even as good as she or even
as great! Har answers: SkiSbla¥%nir is best of ships,
and made with most cooning, but Naglfar is the
greatest ship, that is in Muspell. Some Dwarves
sons of Ivaldi made SkfShla%pir, and gave Freyr
the ship; she is so great that all the Asa with their
weapons and wargear may find room on board her,
and as soon as the sail is set she has a fair wind
whither she shall go; and when there is no need
of fariog on the sea in her, she is made of so many
things and with so much craft, that be (Freyr) may
fold her together like a cloth and keep her in his hag.

44, Then said Gingleri; A good ship is Ski®-
blaBoir, but many cunning spells must have been
had to her, ere she was so made. Has Pérr ever
fared anywhither, so that he has found against him
aught so strong or mighty, that it has been an over-
match for him either for the sake of strength or
canning spells! Then said Hir: Few men I wis
can tell of this, and yet it hath many a time fared
bard with him; but though it hath been so that
any thing hath been so strong or- stark that Porr
bas mot gotten the mastery, there 1k no need to
speak thereof; for that there are many proofs of
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this, and for thatall are bound totrow that Pérr is
mightiest. Then said Gangleri; It looks to me as if
I bad askt you of a thing that noue (of you) is able
to tell of, Then apake Jafnbir: We have heard
say of some chances, which seem to us past belief
that they shomld be true, but bere must sit one near;
who will know how to say sooth tidings hereof,
and thou mayest not believe of him that he will lye
now the first time who never lyed before. Then
said Gangleri; Here will I stand and listen if any
answer be given to these words; but otherwise I
call on you to be overcome, if ye cannot tell mea
what 1 ask. Then spake Pri%i: Easy is it to see
that ke will know these tidings, though it thinketh
as not fair to speak of them, but it is thine to
hold thy peace thereof. The beginning of this story
is, that Okubérr fared forth with his hegoats and
car, and with him the As who is called Loki; they
came at even to an husband, and get there a night’s
lodging, and when even was come Pérr took his
hegoats and killed them both, and after that, they
were flain and borne to the kettle; but when nt
(the flesh) was sodden, then Porr and his fellow
sat them down to supper. Pérr bade to meat with
bim the hushand and his wife and their children,
the raan’s son hight Pidlfi, but the daughter Ravsqva.
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and told the hushand smd bis houschold they should
of the bushand took hold om the thigh of the goat,
and struck 1t with bis kmife amd broke i for the
msrrow. Porr tarvied there the night, bat at peep
of dawn before day he arose and clothed him, took
his bamwer Miclinir and lified %, and hallowed
the goatskins; then stood ap the goats, and ove of
them was halt in ome of &'s hindfeet: that Porr
found (out), and sid that the hushend or some of
bis folk could not have dealt shillfully with the
leg of the goat, (for) he kmew tbe thigh was brok-
en. It npeedeth not to say much, for all may
know, bow frightened the bushend must have been
when be saw that Porr let his brows sink down
over bis eyes, but what be saw of the eyes, made
him think he must fall down at the sight alone:
He (Porr) clotched the baft of his hammer with
bis bands, so that the knucklea whitened; but the
hushand dwd what was to be looked for, so that all
the household cried out amain, begged for peace and
bade for an atonement all they bad. But when he
saw their fear, thea he wrath weot from bhim and
he was softened, and took {rom ithem for ransom
their children Pidl6 and Bavskva, and they were
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thus made Pdre’s bond-servants and they follow him

always since,

45, He left after this lis goats there, and
went on his way eastward into J6tunheim and all
to the sea, and then fared be on over that the
deep sea; but when be came to land then went be
up and with bhim, Loki and biilfi and Ravsqva;
when they had gone a little way, there was before
them a great wood, and they went (through it) all
day till dack. Pidlfi was of all men fleetest of foot,
be bare Porr’s bag; but the wood was not a gc;nd
place for food. 'When it was dark, they spied
about tbem for a niyht's lodging, and found before
them a hall very great, the door was at one end,
and as broad as the hall; there they looked them
out a place to sleep in. But about midmght there
was a great landquake, and the earth went from
under them with aslip, and the house shook; then
stood Porr up and called on hizs fellows, and they
spied about, and found an offhouse at the right
hand in the midst of the hall, and went thither.
Porr sat him in the doorway, but the others they
were within away from him and were afeard; bat
Porr held his hammer's baft and thought to guard
him; then heard they a mighty gn;taning and roar-

ing. But when the dawn came, then went Porr



54 GYLFI'S MOCKING,

out, and saw where a man lay close to him io the
wood, and he was not little; he slept and snored
stoutly; then Porr thought he had found out what
noise it was they had heard overnight, be spanned
round him his strengthbelt, and bis Asmight waxed;
but in the mean while the wan woke, and stood
strait up, and then it is said Pérr forbore at once
to smite him with the hammer, and asked him s
name; bot be ('the man) called himsell Skrymir.
“But I peed not, said he, to ask thee thy name, I
know thou art Asaporr; but whither hast thou drawn
away my glove!” Then Skrymir raught out his
hand and took up his glove: (and) then sees Pérr
that was what he had taken overoight for a hall,
but the offhouse, that was the thumb of the glove.
Skrymir asked, if Pérr would have his fellu.wship,
and Porr said yea to this; then took Skrymir and
loosed his wallet, and began to eat” his breakfast,
but Pére in another place and his fellows. Skrymir
then bade they should lay their store of meat to-
gether, and Porr said yea; then bound Skrymir all
their meat in ome bag, aod laid it on his back;
he went before them all the day through, and took
very great strides; but afterward at even Skrymir
looked out for them a night’s lodging under a great
oak. ‘Then aaid Skrymir to Pérr that he will lay
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him down to sleep, “but take ye the wallet and
make ready your supper.” Then next slumbered
Skrymir and snored fast, but Porr took the wallet
and shall loose it; but so must it be said, though
it may seem past belief, that he could get no knot
loosed, nor stirred one end of the strings so that
it was looser than before: and when he saw there
was no thrift in this work, then became he wrath,
grasped then Midllnir with two hands, and stepped
with one foot forward thither where Skrymoir lay,
and dashed it (the ham;ner) against his head; but
Skrymir wakes and “asks whether any leal fell on
kis head, and whether they had supped, and were
ready to sleep/ Poérr answers, they were just going
to sleep. They weot then under another oak, and
sooth to say there was no fearless sleeping. Bat at
midnight when Poérr hears that Skrymnir snores
and sleepa fast, so that it thunders in the wood;
then stands he wp and goeth to him, clutches the
hammer tight and hard, and dashes it down on the
middle of his crown; he knows that the head of
the hammer sank deep into his skull. But just
then Skrymir wakes and said. “What is't now, fell
an acorn on my head! Or what's the news with
thee Pore’” DBut Porr went away hastily, and
answers that he was just then newly awaked, (and)
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said it was then midnight, and still time to sleep.
Then Pérr made up his mind, if he should come
to be able to strike him the third blow, that he
should never see him more: he lies now and watch-
es if Skrymir slept fast; buat a little before day
then hears be that Skrymir must have slumbered;
then stands he wuwp and rums to him, grasps the
hammer with all his strength, end dashes it on the
cheek that he saw upmmt; then sinks the ham-
mer up to the haft. But Skrymir sat vp and strok-
ed his cheek and said. “Be there any birds sitting
in the tree over me? Methought as I woke some
moss from the branches fell on my head: what, are
you awakle Porr! It must be time to stand up and
clothe ones's self: bot ye heve not pow along way
before you to the burg that is called Urgar®.
1 bave heard you whispering between yourselves,
that 1 was not a2 httle man in growth, bot ye
shall see there greater men if ye come into Utgar®.
Now will I give you a wholesome rede, do not
make too much of yourselves, not well would the
thanes of Utgard's Loki brook the boasting of such
mannikins; otherwise tarn ahout, and that 1 wis
were the best way ye could take; but an ye will
fare Furwafd, go strait on eastward, but I have now
my- path northward to those fells which ye may
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now' see.” Skrymir takes the wallet, and casts it
on his back, and turps thwart away f{rom them
into the wood; and it is not said that the Asa
prayed to fall on him again in health,

46. Porr fared forward on his way and his
fellows (with him), and went on till mid day; then
saw they a burg stand on some vales and set their
necks on their backs behind them, ere they got to
see up over (it). They go to the burg, and there
was a grating before the gate and fast locked: Pérr
went to the grating and could not get it unlocked,
but as they strove to come into the bﬁrg, the;:'
crept at last through the bars, and so came in:
then saw they a great hall and went thither; the
door was open, then went they in, and saw much
folk on two benches, and the most hugely great;
next straitway come they before the king Utgar'’s
Leki and hailed him, but he looked slowly on them,
and smiled scornfully and showed his teeth, and
said. “It is late to ask tidings of a long way, or
if it be. otherwise than I thipk, that this stripling
thrall here is OkuBére? but thou may’st be taller than
thou lock’st to me; or what are the feats thou and
thy fellows think yourselves skilled in? None shall be
here with us who kens not some trick or cunning

before the most of men.” Then says he that went
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last, hight Lok, “I ken a feat which I am quite
ready to prove; that there is no one here with-
in, who shall eat his meat swifter than L.” Then
said Utgars's Loki. “That is a feat (indeed) if thou
keepest thy word, and it shall be tried forthwith.”
(80 he) called towards the farther end of the bench,
that he hight Logi shall come forth en the floor
and try his (strength) against Loki. Then was ta-
ken a trough and borpe in on the hallfloor and
filled with flesh: Loki sat him at one end but Logi
at the other, and each of the twain eat as fast as
he could, and they met in the midst of the trough;
then bad Loki eaten the flesh all off the hones, but
Logi kad both eaten all the flesh, and the bones
and the trough beside: and now seemed it to all
as if Loki had lost the game. Then asked Utgar®’s
Loki; “What game that young man yonder could !
But Pialfi says be will try to run a race with any-
one whom Utgar®s Loki brought forward. Then
Utgar8's Loki says that is a good feat, and quoth
besides, it were to be hoped be was very ready in
swiftness if he would win this game; but he would
take care this should soon be tried. Then stands up
Utgerd's Loki, and goes out, and there was good
ground for running along the flat vale, Then called
to him Utgar®'s Leki a serving-lad who is named Bugi
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and bade him run a match with Pialh. Theo take.
they the first heat, and Hugt is so much ahead that
he turns back to meet him at the goal: then said
Utgar®’s Loki: “Thou needest Pialfi! to lay thee mere
forward an thou willt win the game; but -yet, sooth
it iz, there hath not methinks come hither a8 man
swifter of foot than this.” Thes|take they again a se-
cond heat, and when Hugi is come to the goal and
turns him abeut, there was a long spearthrow to
Piali. Then said Utgar®'s Loki: “Well methinks
has thy heat been run; though 1 trow not now
that he wins the game; but now shall it be proved
as they run the third beat.” Then take they yet
one heat, but when Hugi s come to the goal and
tarns round, then Pialfi is not come to the midst
of the course: then say all that this game has been
enough tried. Then Utgar®'s Loki asks Porr, what
those feats may be which he would be willing to
show before them, answering to the tales men hed
made of his great works. Then said Porr that he
will rather begin a drinking-bont with dny man.
Utgar8's Loki says that may well be, and goeth
into the hall and calls his cupbearer, bids him
take the born of harm that his thanes are wont to
drink of. Then straitway comes forth the cupbearer
with the born and gives it into Pérr's- hand, Then
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mid Utgm'd's Loki: “Of this horn it is thought well-
dronken, if it goes off in ope dravght, though some
men drink it off in two, but no one is so little a
man i his drink that it goes not off ir three.”
Porr looks at the horn, and it seems not mickle,
thoogh it be rather long, but he is much athirst:
(s0) he takes aod drinks, and swills very mueh,
and thioks it shall not need to bend oftener than
once over the born; but when he was tired of the
thing and set down the horn, aod sees bow it went
with the drink, it seems to him hard to tell whe-
ther it were now any lower in the horn than before
Then said Utgar®’s Loki; *“Tis well drunken and
{yet) not much, I would not have believed, had it
been told me, that AsaPorr could not have drumk
a greater draught; but 1wis thou must wish to drain
it off at the second drink.” Pérr answers maunght,
aets the horn to his mowuth, and thioks now he shall
drink a greater draught, and drinks deep as he was
wont; and yet sees that the tip of the horn will
ot go up so much as he likes, and when he took
the horn from bis mouth, it seemsa to him now as
if he had drank less than the first time, but the
horn. could now be borne without spilling. Them
said Utgar®’s Loki: “How now Pére! thou musat not
spare thyself more 0 a drink than befits thy skill;
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so it seems to me, if thou shalit now drink off the
horn the third drink, thou mast strive to make this
most of all: baut never willt thou be called among
us here -so great a man as the Asa say, if thou
makest not more of thyself in other games than
seems to me will be (the case) in this.” Then was
Porr wrath, sets the horn te his mouth, and drinks
amain the best he can, and held o the drink as
long as might be; but when he saw iuto the hom,
now at last some small change had come wmpon it
and then he gives up the born, and will deink no
more. Then said Utgar8s Loki. “Easy to see is it
now, that thy might is not so mickle as we thought;
but willt thou try more games! It may be seen
thou takest no gam away with you hence” Porer
answers; “I will try more games yet, but # would
seem wondrous to me when I was at home with
the . Asa, if such draughts were called so litile; but
what game willt thou now bid me?” Then answers
Utgar’S’s Loki: #That do young lads here, which is
of little wark to think of, they Lift up from the
earth my cat; ‘but I could not dare to talk of such
& thing to AsaPérr, if Thad not first seen that thou
art much less in thyself than I thought.,” Then next,
sﬁrang forth on the halloor a gray cat and a very great
ove; bhut Pérr went mp to him and took him beneath
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noder the widdle of the belly with his band, and
wounld lift him up, but the cat bent his back just
a8 Pérr raised bis bands; but when Porc had got
them as high as ever he could, then the cat lified
up one foot, and Porr did wvot carry this game
farther. Then said Utgar8’s Loki: “So. fared. this
game as Ithought, the cat is very mickle, but Porr
is low and little by the great men that are here with
us,” Then said Pérr: “So little as ye call me, let
any one of you.now come bither and wrestle with
me, BOw am I wrath.,” “Then answers Utgar®'s Loki,
and looked about on the benches and said: “I see
not the man here within, who would not think it
a trifle to wrestle with thee;” and. again he said
“Let me see first, call me hither the carlin my
aurse Ell, and let Porr wrestle with her if he will,
she has felled men who have seemed to me not less
strong than Pérr is.” Then next came into the hall
an old carlin:' then Utgard’s Loki said that she
shall take hold on AsaPérr. The tale is not long:
so fared the grapple that the harder Porr tightened
his hold the faster she stood; then began the carlin
to bestir herself, and then became Porr loose on
his feet, and there were very hard tussels, and it
was not long ere Porr fell down on one knee. Then
went up Ulgard's Loki and bade them leave their
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hold, and said that Pérr could not need tobid any
men beside 10 try a hug in his hall, and it was
then close' on night. Utgar®’s Loki showed Porr
and his fellows to seats, and they tarried there the
mght through im good fare.

47, But in the morning so soon as it dawned
stands Pérr up and his fellows; (they) clothe them
and are ready to go away strait: then came thither
Utgar®’s Loki, and let a board be set for them;
there was no lack of good fare, meat and drink,
but after they had eaten they betook them to their.
way. Utgar8's Loki, leads them cat, (and) goes with
them away out of the burg; but at parting Ut-
gar’s Loki spoke to Pérr, and asks; “How he thinks
his journey had turned out, and whether he had
met any strooger man than himself?” Pérr answers
that he will not say, that be has not fared very
shamefully in this meeting; “but I know ye will
call me a man of little worth, and I brook thatill.”
Then said Utgar®’s Loki: *Now shall I tell you the
truth, since thou art come out of the burg, that
if T live and may harve in}- way, then shallt thou
never more come into it: and by my troth I wis .
thou hadst pever come in, if I bad known hefore
thou hadst so0 much strength in thee, and that thou

wouldst have brought us so near to great mishap. But
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I have made against thee mocking shows, so that
the first time when I found thee in the wood, 1
came to meet you; and when thou shouldst loose
the wallet, then had I bound it with iron-thread,
but thou foundest not where it was to be opened.
Next of all thou gavest me with the hammer theee
blows, and the first was least, and yet was it so
mickle that it must have ended me to my bane if
it had fallen on me; but when thou sawest by my
hal! a rock fast set, and there above sawest it clov-
en inio three dales and one the deepest, those were
the dints of thy hammer: the rock I brought be-
fore the strokes, but that thon sawest not. So was
it also with the games that ye played with my
thanes: the first then was that which Loki made;
he was very hungry and eat fast, but he hight
Logi was ﬂit:l_ri, and he burned the trough oot
less soon than the flesh. And when Pidlfi tried
his race with him hight Hugi, that was my thought,
and it was Dot to be weened by Pidlfi that he could
strive in swiftness with that. But when thou drankest
of the horn, and it seemed to thee to sick slowly, by
my troth I wis that was then a wonder which I never
could bave trowed might be; the other end of the
horn was out 1o the sea, that sawest thou not,
but
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but now when thou comest to the seashore, then
willt thou be able to see what a sinking thou hast
drook in the sea, that is now called the ebb.,” And
again said he; “Nor methought was it less worth
when thou liftedst up the cat, and to tell thee sooth,
then all feared who saw how thou liftedst him
with one foot off the ground, for that cat was
not as it seemed to thee, that was Midgardsworm
who lieth about the whole earth, and his length
i1s barely enough to take in earth with his head
and tail., and thou raised him so far up, that there
was but scant room then to heaven. And it was
also a great wonder about the wrestling match that
thou hadst witk Elli (Eld),.for that none hath yet
been, and none shall be, that eld doth not come
and trip them all up, if they be so old as to bide
her coming. And now sooth to say we must part,
and it will fall ount better for both of us twamn,

that ye come not oftener to seek me, 1 will gunard

my burg another time with the same or other - -

aleights, so that ye will not get any power over
mwe.” But when Pérr heard this tale he grasped his
hammer and brought it aloft, but when he should
dash it forward, then sees he nowhere Utgard's
Loki; and when he turns back to the burg, and

Grifi's Mocking. 3
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will forthwith break down the burg, then sees
he there vales wide and fair, but no burg. . Then
turns he back, and fares on his way until he came
back to PriuBvéngr; but sooth ‘it is to say, that even
then he had taken a rede with himself to look
about, if he might find that‘meeting with Mid-
gardsworm which afterward happened. Now I trow
that none can tell thee truer tidings of this journey
of Pérr.

48. Then said Gangleri; Almickle in him-
self is Utgard’s Lok:, though he deals much with
sleight and cunning spells, but it may be seen that
he is great in himself, in that he has thanes who
have mickle might; but bas not Pérr avenged him-
self for this? Har aoswers: It is wot unknown,
though there be no wise men (to tell thereof)}, that
Porr set right this journey just spoken of, and he
dwellt not long at home ere he went off so bastily
on his way, that he had not (with him) his car,
nor his hegoats, nor any fellow. He went out
of Midgard in the guise of a young maa, and
came onc even at dusk to a cerfain giant who is
called Ymir: Pérr tarried there as a guest the
night over, but at dawn Ymir stoed up and made
ready to row out to sea to fish; mow Porr sprang

up and was soon dressed, and begged that ¥Ymir
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would let him row out to sea with him; but
Ymir says, that little help was to be had from
him as he was so little and but a lad, “and (quoth
he) thou willt get a chill, if I sit so long and so
far out as I am wont.” But Pérr said he could
row from the land for all that, and that it was
not sure whether he would be the first to pray
to row back; and Pérr was so wrath with the giant
that it was aigh then that he had let the hammer
ring on his pate straitway; but he bore with him,
because he thought scon to try his strength some-
where ¢lse. He asked Ymir what they should have
for bait, but Ymir bade him get bait for himself;
then turnped Pérr away thither where he saw an
herd of oxen,.which belonged to Ymir: he took
the biggest ox hight Himinbriétr, and cut off the
head, and went with it to the seashore; Ymir had
then shoved off the skiff, Pérr went on board and
sat down in the afterroom, (and) took two oars
and pulls, and Ymir thought they went along fast
from his rowiog: Ywmir pulls in the bow forward,
and the rowing was soon ended; Then said Ymir,
that they were come to those waters, where he was
wont to sit and draw up flat fish: but Pérr says he
will row much farther; and then they tock again a

swift row; Now Ymir said, that they were come s0
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far out, that it was perilous to sit out for the
Midgardsworm, but Porr says he will row (yet) a
bit, and so he did, but Ymir was then very sad.
Now when Porr laid up his oars, he got ready a
line very strong, mor was the angle less nor weaker,
then put Pérr on the angle the oxhead, and cast
it overboard, and the angle went to the ground:
and so, sooth it is to say, that Pérr beguiled not
a whit less then Midgardsworm, than Ulgaré’s
! Loki had mocked Pérr when he heaved up the
worm in his hand. Midgardsworm gaped wide
over the oxhead, buot the angle stuck in the
worm's gam: Now when the worm knew this, he
tugged so hard that both Pore’s fists were dashed
against the gunwhale, but then was Porr wrath,
and he took on him his Asmight, and so spurned
against (the worm), that he dashed both his fect
tbrough the ship and spurned the ground, and
then drew the worm up on board. And it may
be said, that no one hath seen wugly sichts who
misht not see that, when Porr whet his eyes on
the worm, but the worm stared at him from be-
neath and blew venom. Then is it said that the
giant Ymir changed hue, paled, and qvaked, when
he saw the worm, and that the sea ram out and m

the skiff; and jnst as Pérr grasped his hammer and
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brought it aloft, then the giant fumbled at his
fishingknife, and cut off Porr’s line at the board,
but the worm sank in the sea, and Porr cast the
hammer after bim; and men say he took the head
off him at the ground, but I think it were true
to tell thee that Midgardsworm lives yet, and lies
in the sea. But Porr clenched his fist and set
it on Ymir's ear, so that he tumbled over board
and (Porr) sees his feet (fast); and Porr waded
to land. |

49, Then said Gangleri; have any more ti-
dings been with the Asa? A hard and famous deed
wrought f‘dlrr on that jnurney.' Har answers; It
must now be sud of those tidings which the Asa
thought of more worth. But the beginning of this
tale is, that Balldr the good dreamt dreams great and
perilous for his life: but he told the Asa the dreams,
Then took they their rede tﬂgethér, and that was
done, that they should pray peace for Balldr, against
all kinds of harm: and Frigg took an ocath that
they would spare Balldr, of fire and water, iron
and all kinds of ore, stones, earth, trees, sicknesses,
beasts, birds, venoms, and worms. But when this
was known and done, then was it the passiime of
Balldr and the Asa, that he should stand up i their
meetings, and that all the others should some shoot
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at him, some hew at lim, some smite him with
stones; but whatever was done to him he fook
no scathe, and this all thought great gain.. But
when Loki Laufey’s son saw that, it bked him 3l
that Balldr was not scathed. He went to Femsalir
to Frigg, and turned bim into a woman’s likeness:
then asks Frigg, if the woman knew what the Am
did at their meetings. She said, that all shot at
Balldr and that he was not seathed. Then said
Frigg: “No weapon nor tree may bhurt Ballidr, an
oath have 1. taken of all of them.” Then asks the
woman, “Have all things sworn an oath to spare
Balldr?” Then answers Frigg; “There grows onme
treetwig eastward of Valhall that is called mistletoe,
that methought too young to crave an oath of.”
Then next went thé woman away; but Loki took
the Mistletoe, cut it off, and went to the meeting.
But Hav¥&r stood without in the ring of men, for
that he was blind; then said Loki to him “why
shootest thou nmot at Balldr ?” He answers; “Because
I am blind and see not where Balldr is, and another
thing because 1 am weaponless” Then said Loki;
“Tdo thou after the likeness of other men, and shew
Balldr worship as other men; I will shew thee where-
about he stands, shoot thou at him with this wand.”
Havdr took the mistletoe and shot at Balldr under
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the guidance of Loki: the shaft Hew right through
him, and he fell dead to earth; and that is the
greatest mishap that hath befaillen Gods and men.

When Balldr was fallen, then failed the Gods words
and spesch, and bands too to take held of him;

and each looked at the other, and they were all
of one mind toward bim who had done the deed,

but none might avenge it, that wasso holy a place.

But when the Asa strove to gpeak, then it was that
a wailhing canfe up first, so that pone might tell
the others of his grief with words; and Odin as
was meet bare this scathe worst of them all, for
he could best deem what a mickle loss and lessen-
ing there was to the Asa in the falling away of
Balldr. But when the Gods came to themselves,
then quoth Frigg and asked; Who wmight be there
with the Asa, who would win for his own all her
leve and good-will, “and (this, said she, he shall have)
if he will ride on the way to Hell and try if he can
find Ballde, and bid Hel a ransom if she will let
Ballde fare home 1o Asgard.” But he that is na-
med HerméPr the brisk, Odin’s lad, be was
ready to undertake this journey; then was taken
Sleipnir Odin's horse, and led forth; and HerméPr
got up on that borse and galloped away. Now the
Asa took Ballde’s bedy and bore it to the seashore;

—— —— ..
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Hringhorn hight Balldr's ship, she was the biggest
of all ships, her would the Gods launch forth and
make thereon Balldr’s balefire, but the ship went
not forwards; then (one} was sent into J6maoheim,
after the witch that is hight Hyrrockin; but when
she came, she rode on a wolf and had adderworms
for reins; thea leapt she from her steed, but Odin
called for four Baresarks to mind the horse, and
they could not hold him before they felled him.
Then went Hyrrockin to the stem of the ship,
and shoved it forwards so the first touch, that fire
sprang out of the rollers, and all the land shook:
then was Pérr wrath and grasped his hammer, and
would forthwith break her head, till all the Gods
asked peace for her. Then was borne out on the
ship Balldr's body, and when his wife Nanna Nep's
daughter saw that, her heart was broken for grief,
and she died; she was borne to the pile and thrown
into the fire. Then stood Pérr up and hallowed
the pile with Midllnir, and before his feet ran a
certain dwarf, thatis named Litr, but Pérr spurned
at him with his foot, and dashed him into the fire,
and he was burnt. But many kinds of folk sought
this burning; first 15 to say of Odin, that with him
fared Frigg and the Valkyriur and bis ravens; but
Freyr drove in a car with the boar that hight
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Gullinburstt or Sli8rugtanni, and Heimdall rode
the horse hight Gulltoppr, but Freyia (drove) her
cats: thither came also much folk of the Rimegiants
and Hillogres. Odin laid on the pile the goldring
that hight Draupnir, to it followed since that na-
ture, that every ninth night there dropped from
it eight goldrings of even weight; Balldr’s horse was

led to the pile with all his gear.

~ But of Herm6Pr it is to be said, that he rode
nine nights (through) dark dales and deep, so that
he saw naught, before he came to the river Giéll,
and rode on the bridge over Giéll; it is thatcht
with shining gold. MéBgu®r is the maid named whe
keeps the bridge. She asked him his name or kin,
and said that the dey before there rode over the
bridge five bands of dead men, “but my bridge
rings not save under thee alone, and thou hast not
the hue of dead men; why ridest thou here on
Hel's way?” He answers “l shall ride to Hel to look
for Balldr, but hast thou seen aught of Balldr on
Hel’'s way? And she said that Balldr had ridden
thither over Gi6ll’s bridge “but beneath and north-
ward lieth Hel’s way.” Then rode Hermépr thereon
till he came to Hel’s grate; then got he off his

horse and girthed him up fast, got up and cheered
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him with his spurs, but the horse leapt so hard
over the grate that he came never near it. Then
rode HerméPr home to the ball, and got down from
the horse, went withie into the hall, and saw thers
his brother Balldr sit in the first seat; and HerméPr
tarried there the night over. But at moram then
begged HermdéPr of Hel, that Balldr should ride
home with him, and said how great wailing was
with the Asa. But Hel said, that it should now
be tried whether Balldr ‘were 3o beloved as issaid,
“and (quoth she} if all things in the world, quick
and dead weep for him; theun shall he fare back
to the Ase; but be kept with Hel if any speak
against him or will not weep.” Then stood HerméPe
up, but Balldr led him out of the hall, and took
the ring Draupnir, and sent it as a keépsake to
Odin, but Nanna seat Frigg a shift and yet more
gifis, (and) to Fulla her thimble. Then rode
HerméPr back en his way and ceme to Asgard,
and told ell the tidings that he had seen and heard.
Next to that the Asa sent over the whole world
messengers to pray that Baldr might be wept out
of Hell, al} did that, men and things quick, and
earths, and stones, and trees, and all ores; just as
thou must bave seen tbat all these things weep
when they come out of frost and into heat. When
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the messengers were a-faring howe, and bad well
done their errand; they find a certain cave wherein
a hag sat, she is pamed Pavck; they pray her to
weep Ballde qut of Hell, she answers,

#Pavk will bewail Nor quick nor dead gain I -
with dry tears by wan's son;
Baldr’s halefire; Let Hel bold what she has!™

But men guess that there was Loki Laufey’s

son, who has wrought most ill among the Asa.

50. Then said Gangleri; Very much ill broughs
Loki about, first of all, in that Balldr was slain, and
next, in that he was not loosed out of Hell; but
was this at all ywreken on him? Har apswers: It
was repaid him so that he will long feel it; when
the Gods were so wrath with him as was to be
weened, he ran away, and hid him in a certain fell,
(and) made bim there am house with four dﬁurs,
so that he might see out of the house an all sides;
but often in the day he turned him mto the like-
ness of a salmon, and then hid him in the water
hight Franangr force; Illth«z:tn thought he to himself
what trick the Asa would find out to take him in the
force; now as he sat in his house he took flax.and
yarn, and wrought (them) into meshes, as nets are
since, but a fire burned before him: then saw he
thet the Asa were hard upon him, and Odin bed



. 76 GYLFI'S MOCKING,

seen out of HISskidlf where he was; he spramg up
straitway and out into the river, and cast the net
from (him) into the fire. But when the Asa came
to the house, then went first in- he who was wisest
of all hight Kvasir, and when he saw on the fire
the ash of the net that had been burot, then skil-
led he that must be a trick to take fish, and teld
the Asa; then next they took and made them a
net, after that which they saw in the ashes that
Loki had made; and when the net was ready, then
fared the Asa to the river and cast the net into
the force: Pérr held one end, and the other held
all the Asa, and (so they) drew the met. But Loki
fared before, and lay him down between two stones,
they drew the net over him, but knew that some-
thing quick was against (it); and they fare another
time up to the force, and cast out the net, and bind
up with it something so heavy that wothing shall
be able to pass under. Then fares Loki before the
net; but when he sees that it was a scant way to
the sea, then leaps he up over the top of the net
and runs up to the force. Now saw the Asa whi-
ther he went, so they fare once more up to the
force, and shift the folk into two bands, but Pérr
wades now along the midstream, and so they fare
toward the sea, And now Loki sees two choices,
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it was the risk of his life to swim out to sea, and
the other was to leap agamm over the net; and that
did he, (and) leapt as speedily as he could over
the top cord of the mnet. Pérr grasped at him,
and tried to take hold of htm, but he slipped in
his hand, so that the hand first stayed at the tail,
and for this sake is the salmon thin behind. Now
was Loki taken truceless, and they went with him
into a certain cave; then took they three rocks and
set them up on edge, and bored 2 hole though
each rock; then took they Loki’s sons Vali, and Nari
or Narfi, the Asa turned Vali into a wolf's likeness,
and bhe tore his brother Narfi; then took the Asa
his guts and bound Loki with (them) over- the
three stones, one nnder his shoulders, another un-
der his loins, the third under his hams, and made
those bands into iron. Then took Ska%i an adder-
worm ‘and fastened (it) up over him, so that the
venom should drop from the worm on his face; .
but Sigyn his wife stands by him and holds a dish
under the venomdrops; and when the dish is full
then goes she out, and pours away the venom, but ..
while the venom drops on his face, then is he so
racked with it, that the whole earth shakes, that .
call ye earthquake. There lieth he till the twilight
of the Gods. |
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5. Then said Gingleri; What tidi'nga'urn
to my of the twilight of the Gods? of this have
1 wot beard before. Har answers: Mickle and
much tidings are to be said thereof; the first of
these is, that then comes the winter calied Fimbul-
winter; then drives snow from all sides, the frosts
are then mickle, and the winds keen, nor any joy
of the zun, then come three winters togetber and
no summer belween: buat first come three other
sach winters, that then are there all over the world
great strifes, then brothers slay one the other for
gain's sake, and none spareth father or soosin that
manslaughter and sibslaying: so is it said in Viluaps.

“Brothers shall fight together, Whoredoms wany,
and be one the other’s bane; an axeage, a2 swordage,

sizster's children shields are cloven,
their szh"shall spoil; a windage, z wolfage,
hard is"t with the tinw, ere the warld stoops to deom.™

Then happens what is to be thought great
tidings, thet the wolf swallows the Sun, and men
think that great moan; then takes the other wolf
the Moon, and he too maketh great barm; the stars
are hurled from beaven; then i3 also that tiding
that the whole earth and all rocks shake so, that
the trees are torn up from the earth; but the rocks
are rent, and all fetters and bonds are then broken
and snapped: then becomes Feariswolf loose; then
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boils up the eea over the land, for that then
Midgardsworm turns him in giantmood, aund seeks
the land: then happens it that Naglfar is loosed,
the ship so hight, it is made of dead men’s nails,
and for this sake is it worth warning, if a man die
with unshora nails, that man belpeth with much
stuff towards the ship Naglfar, which Gods and
men wish may be made ready late; but in this
flood floats Naglfar, Hrymr hight the giant who
sieers Naglfar. Fenriswolf fares with mouth a-gape,
and the upper jaw is at heaven and the lower on
earth, he would gape more were there room; fire
burns out of his eyes and nostrils, Midgards-
worm breatheth forth so much venom that he de-
fileth all the air and water, and he is very ugly,
and he is on the other side of the wolf. In this
hurly the heaven is cleft and themce ride Muspell’s
sons; Surtr rides frst, and both bhefore and after
him (is) a burning fire; his sword is very good,
(and} the sheen of it brighter than of the sun,
but as they ride (on) Bifravst then bresks it as
before 18 said; Muspell’s offspring seek the field of
meeting that Vigridr hight, thather come also then
Fenriswolf and Midgardsworm, thither are also then
come Loki and Hrymr, and with him all the Hrim-
Pursar, and “all the friends of Hel follow Loki; but
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Muspell’s- sons have their band alone by them-
selves, it is very bright:" the field Vigridr is an
hundred miles wide every way.

But while these tidings are happening, then
stands up Heimdallr and blows amain into his horn
Gidll, and awakens all the Gods, and they hold a
meeting together. Then rideth Odin to Mimirs
spring, and taketh rede of Mimir for himself and
his folk; then shaketh Yggdrasil’s Ash, and no thing
is then fearless in heaven or earth; the Asa arm
them, and all champions, and.speed forth to the
field : first rideth Odin with golden helm, and fair
byruie, and his spear Gungnir hight; he stands
against Fenriswolf, but Pérr (stands) forward on
his other side, and may not help him, for that he
hath his hands full in fighting with Midgardsworm;
Freyr fights against Surtr, and there is a hard
struggle ere Freyr falls, it 'is bhis bane that he
misses that good sword of his which he gave Skirmir.
Then is also become loose the hound Garmr, that
is bound before the cave Gnipa; he is the greatest
" plague, he hath the fight against Tyr, and they
are each other’s scathe. Porr bears off praise for
Midgardworm’s bane, and steps away from him

nine feet, then falls he dead to earth for the venom

that
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that the worm blows on him. The wolf swallows
Odin, that is his bawe, but straitway comes on
Vibarr, and steps with one foot on the nether jaw
of the walf, on that foot hath he the shoe, for
which stuff hath been agathering in all ages, thisis
those strips of skin which men cut cut of their shooun
for the toes or heels, for this sake shall the man
cast away those strips, who thinks to come to help
the Asa; with one hand takes he upper jaw of the
wolf and rends asunder his gape, and that is the
woll’s bane. Loki hath strife with Heimdallr and
they are each other’s bane, Then next Surtr
slingeth fire over the earth and burneth all the

world; so 18 1t said m Viluspa.

“High Blows Heimdallr, What is't with Asa?

the horn is aloft, what is't with Elves!

Odin speaketh roareth all Jotunheim,

at Mimir’s head, The Asa are met;

shaketh Yggdrasil’s Dwarves are howling

ash straitstanding, before their stonedoors,

groaneth the old tree; witty in rockwalls;

but the giant 18 loose.™ are ye wise yet or what!
Hrymr drives east fro the worm smites the waves;

holds his shield before; but the eagle screams,

Jérmungandr turns him the pale beak fears corpses,

in giantmood, Naglfar is ioose.

Gyilfi's Moching. 6
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A keel fares east fro, Odin’s son goeth
Muspell’s peoples to war with the wolf,
will come oér the sea, ViParr on his way
but Loki steereth, to the wild beast,
there are fell powers He to the giant's child
with Freki all, lets in the heart stand
to them is hiz brother his hapd-drawn sword,
Byleistr in front. when he venges his sire.

Surtr fares south fmx (xoeth the famous
with blazing brand, offspring of Hlédyn
from the sword of thesphere~(od scarce from the adder
shineth a sunbeam; the champion of gloom,
rocks dash togsther, ere from s wrath dropa
giants totter, Midgard’a warder;
men tread the way to Hel;  then will all mankind
but heaven is cleft. from bomesteads be hurled.

Then comes to Hiyn Sun shall be swart,
another woe forward, flelds sink in sea,
when Odin fares and the bright stars
to war with the wolf: from heaven be cast;
and the bright bane firebreath rageth
of Beli with Sartt, round time’s nurse,
then will falt the high heat playeth
Frigg’s dearest God. ~ with heaven itself”

Here too is it thus said,

“Vigrigr hight a field,
whare will meet in fight
Surtr and the sweet Gods;
an hundred miles

is it every way;

that is their fated field”
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52. Then said Gangleri; What comes then .
after, when heaven is burnt and earth, and all the .
world, and all the Gods dead and all champions,
and all the folk of men? for ye have already said -
that each maun shall live in some world for all ages.
Then answers Har: Many abodes are there then
good, and many bad; best is it then to be in Gimle
in heaven with Sartr; and great store of good drink
is there for them who think that joy in the hall
hight Brimir, it stands also in heaven. That is also
a good hall which stands -on NiPa-fells wrought of
red gold, it hight Sindri, in this hall shall abide
good mea and wellminded. On Ni-strand is a
mickle hall and a bad, and the doors look northe
ward; 1t is also wrought altogether of adderbacks
like a wattled house; but the worm’s heads all turn
into the house, and blow venom so that rivers of
venom run along the hall, and :?;hnse rivers wade

murderers and all who forswear themselves, asitis °

here said.
“4 hall stands I wis that hall is woven
far from the sun with backs of worms,
Na-strand npon; there shall wade
north look the doors: the heavy streams
venom drops fall men forsworn
in through loopholes. and menslayers.”

But in Hvergelmir iz worst

“There quells Nighavggr
the bodies of the dead.”
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53. Then said Ginglerm; Live any Gods then?
or is there any earth or heaven? Har answers; The
earth shoots up then from the sea, and it is green
and fair,. the felds wax unsown. ViParr and Vali
live, so that neither the sea mor Surir’s fire hath
harmed them, and they dwell on 1Pavillr, where
Asgard was before; and thither come Pérr’s sons,
MéPi and Magni; and have there Miblinir; then next
come Balldr and Hav8e from Hell; then they set all
together and talk, and call to mind their old tales,
and rede of the tidings which happened aforetime,
and of Midgardsworm, and Fenris=wolf: then find
they in the grass those golden tables which the Asa

once had: so 15 1t said.

“«ViParr and Vali Mobi and  Magni
abide in lhe (zod’s house shall have Midlloir
when Surtr’s fire is black, of Vingnir to stay fight.”

But in the place hight Hodmimir's holt two
men lie hid during Surtr’s fire, hight thus Lif and
LeifPrasir, 20d they have morningdew for meat; but
from these men comes so mickle kinsfolk that they

dwell over the whole world, as it is here said.

“But Lif and LeifPraair Dew of the morning
they will lie hid is what they for meat have,
in Hodmimir"s holt, bunt thence come the races”™

But what will seem to thee wondrous, is that

the sun should have hrnught forth a daughter not
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less fair than herself, and she fares then in the

steps of her mother; as is here said.

“Idaughter one That maid shall ride,
hears AlfravPull when the Gods are dead,
ere Fenrir takes her; on her mother’s way.”

But now if thou knowest aught farther to ask,
I wis not whence that cau come to thee; for that
never heard I any man tell longer of the worlds-
faring, and enjoy now what thou hast heard as
thou canst. |

Then next heard Gangleri a great din every
way around him, and he turned and loeked on all
sides, and when hLe sees more about him then stands
he without on a flat vale, and he sees then no hall
and no burg: then goes he away on his road, and
comes into .hlis kingdom, and says those udings
that he has seen and heard, aund after him each

man told others these sayings.
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1. One man is named Egir or Hlér, be abode
in the isle that is now called Hlér’s isle, he was
very skilled in spells. He went on hizs way to As-
gard, but when the Asa wist of his coming they
treated him with good fare, though many things
were then wrought with false shows; and at even
when they should drink, then let Odin be borne
juto the hall swords, and they were so bright that
it ghstened from them, and there was no other light
had while they were set down to drink: then go the
Asa to their guild, and the twelve Asa who are wont
to doom set them on their highseats; and so were
they named. Por, NjorSr, Freyr, Tyr, Heimdallr,
Bragi, ViParr, Vali, Ullr, Henir, Forseti. And like-
wise the Asynia with them: Frigg, Freya, Gefiun
TPunn, GerPr, Sigon, Fulla, Naona. It seemed
grand to Algir to lock about him, the panauels of
the wall were all tiled with fair shields; there was
also swingeing strong wmead and they drank deep;
next man to Agir sat Bragi, and they had much
talk together over their drink: Bragi spake to Agir
of 'many tidings which had befallen the Asa,
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- 2 He began then with the tale, how three
Asa, Odin and Loki and Haenir, fared from home,
and fared over fells and heath and were badly off
for meat, but as they came duwn. into a certain
dale, they see there a flock of oxen, and take one
ox and set about seething it; now when they think
the flesh shall be sodden, they lift the lid off the
broth, and it was not yet sodden; and the second
time when they lift the lid, after a little time was
gone, and it was not yet sodden, they talk among
themselves how this thing could happen. Ther
hear they a voice in an ocak up above them, that
said he who sat there sways so that it is not sodden
i the seething, they looked thither, and there sat
an eagle and no little one: Then said the eagle
“An ye are willing to give me my fill of the ox,
thea shall it be sodden in the seething.” To that
they said aye: then he let himself sink down out
of the tree, and set him to the seething, and snatches
up straitway frst of all two thighs of the ox and
both shoulders: then was Loki wrath and grasped
a mickle stock, and swings it with all his might,
and smites against the eagle’s body; the eagle shakes
him after the blow and flys up, then was the stock
fast on the body of the eagle and Loki’s hands at
the other end: the eagle flys just so high that Lokt’s
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feet take bold below on stones and rocks and trees
his hands he thinks will be torn from his shoulder-
blades: he calls ount, and begs the eagle most earn-
estly for peace, but he says that Loki shall never
get loose, unless he takes an oath to lim to come
along with IPunn and her apples oot of Asgard:
bat Loki is willing to do this, then s he loosed
and goes to his fellows, and it is not sid farther
how they fared before they came home. But at
the time spoken of Loki lares 1Punr out of Asgard
into a certain wood, and says that he has found
some apples which she will think of great price:
and begged that she should have with her her apples
and put them alongside these. Then comes thither
biazi the giant in eagleshape, and takes IPunan
and flys away with ber, and has her home to his
abode; but the Asa were ill at ease for the loss of
JPunn, and became soon grav and old. Then held
they a meeting, and ask each other what was last
koown about [Punn, and it was last seen that she
went out of Asrard with Loki: thea was Loki taken
and broaght to the meeting, and death or strong
pain was threatened him, bult when he became
afrmd then he said he would seek after HPuna in
Jotanheim, if Frevia will lend him the falconshape
that she hath: szad when he gets the falconshape,
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he flys north into JGtunheim, and comes one day
to Piazt the giant’s,'he was rowing on the sea,
but IPunn was alone at home: Loki turned her
into the likenéss of a nut, and held her in his
claws, and flys as fast as he can. But when Piaa:
came home and misses IPuon, he takes his eagle-
shape and flys after Loki, and the eaglewings gained
in the flizht. But when the Asa saw that the falcon
flew -with the nut, and where the eagle flew, then
went they out wunder Asgard, and bare thither
bundles of chips for firing (Logasp®nir). And
when the falcon flew within over the burg and
let himself sink down inside the burgwall, then the
Asa set fire to the chips, but the eagle could not
stop himself when he missed the falcon, and then
the fire caught the feathers of the eagle, and took
from him his flight: then were the Asa near .and
stew Piazi the giant within Asgard’s grates, and
that slaughter is all-famous. But SkaPi daughter
of Piazi the giant took helm and byrnie, and all
wargear, and comes to Asgard to avenge her father;
but the Asa bade her atonement and ransom;
and the first thing is, that she shall choose her 2
man from among the Asa, and choose by the feet
and see no more of him: then saw she one man’s

feet wondrous fair; and said, “This one choose I,



80 BRAGIS TELLING.

few things will be loathly about Balldr.” Bat it
was Njordr cut of Noatin. She had also this im
her deed of atomement, that the Asa should do that
which she thought they would not be able, and
this was to make her laugh: then did Loki this,
bhe tyed a string to the beard of a goat, and the
other end to his own body, and afterward one
pulled this way the other that, and both shrieked
out loud: then Loki let himself fall on Skapi's
knees, and then she laughed, and so the atonement
with her at the hands of the Asa was brought
about: and so it 1 said that Odin did over and
above what she asked, in that he took Piazi’s eyes
and cast them up into heaven, and made thereof
stars twain. Then spake /Egir; Mickle methinks
was Piazi in himself; but of what kin was he?
Bregi answers: Avlvaldi hight his father, and it will
seem to thet worth mark if 1 tell thee of him. He
was very rich in gold, but when he died and, his
sons should share their heritage, they had this mea-
sure for the gold which they shared, that each
should take his mouthfull in turn, and all even as
many. The first of them was Piazi, the second 1Pi,
the third Gingr; but we bave it now as a saw
among us, to call gold the mouthtale of these

giants, but in runes or songship we wrap this up
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so, that we call it the measure, or saw, or tale
of these giants. Then said Agir; methinks that is
well bidden in runes.

3. ¢ And aguin said Xgir; Whence have ye
that craft that ye call songship? Bragi answers;
It was the beginning to this that the Godz bad a
feud with the; folk that hight Vanir, but (at last)
they held a meeting about a peace, and settled it
in this wise, they went both to a jar and spat into
it their spittle; but at parting then the Gods took
it, because they would not let that mark of peace
perish, and shaped out of it a man, who hight
Kvésir: be is so wise that none asks him any
things that he knows not how to answer; and be
fared wide abont the world to teach men wisdom,
but when he came at their bidding to certan
dwarves, Fialar and Galar, then called they him to
speak aside with them, and slew him, (and) let his
blood run into two jars and one kettle, and this
they called O%rerir, but the jars hight Sén and
Bodn: they blended homey with the blood, and
thercof was made such mead, that whosoever drinks
of it becomes bard or wiseman. The dwarves told
the Asa that Kvdasir bad choked in his wisdom, for
that no one was there so wise as to be able to
ask him enough about learning.
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Then bade these dwarves to them the giant
hight Gillingr and his wife, then the dwarves bade
Gillingr to row out to sea with them, but as they
fared forth along the land the dwarves rowed against
a blind scar and overturned the skiff; Gillingr was
no swimmer and was drowned; but the dwarves
righted their skif and rowed to land: they told
his wife this mischance, but she bore 1t ill aad
wept aloud. 'Then Fialar asked her, if it would
make her mind easier, if she were to see out on
the sea the place where he had sunk; and she said
it would; then spake he with Galar his brother,
that he should go up over the doorway as she went
out, and let the quernstone fall on her head, and
said he was weary of her weeping; and so he did.
Now when Suttingr the giant Gillingr's son heard
this, ' he fares thither and took Lhe dwarves, and
bears them out to sea, and sets them on a scar
flooded at high tide, they pray Suttungr to spare
their lives, and bid him (take) in atonement for
his father’s blood the dear mead; and that was for
an atopement between them. Suttingr bears the
mead home, and hoards it 1o the stead bight Hmi-
biorg, and sets there to guard it his daughter
GunnlavPa. From this call we songship Kvasir’s

blood, or dwarves drink or fill; or some kind of
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liquor of OSrarir or Bo%n or Sén; or the dwarves
freight, (because that mead brought them a life~
ransomm from the scar) or Suttingr's mead, or
Hnithiorg’s liquor.

4. Then sid ZEgir; Methinks it is darkly
said, to call songship by these names. But how
came the Asa to Suttingrs mead? Bragi answers:
The story about this is, that Odin fared from home
and came thither where thralls nine were a-mowing
hay; he asks if they will that he should whet their
scythes; to this they said yea; then takes he a hoae
from his belt, and whetted them, and their scythes
seemed to them to bite much better, and they asked
if the hone were for sale; -but he put sach a price
on it, that he who would buy it should give a fair
sum for it, now all quoth they were willing (to give
it), and {each) bade him sell it to him; but be cast
the hone up -aloft; and as all wished to lay hands
on it, they scrambled so about it that each brought
his scythe on the other’s neck. Odin stopped for
# night's lodging at a giant's that Baugi hight, Sut-
tingr's brother.  Baugi said his bousekeeping bad
gone ill, and told him that his nine thralls. had
slain each other, but that he had no hope of {other)
workmen. Now Odin .named himself (when) with
him Baviverkr; he offered to take uwpon him the
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work of nine men for Baugi, but asked for bhis
hire one drink of Suttingrs mead. Baugi quoth
he owned no sway over the mead, (and) said that
Suttingr would have it all alone, but he said he
would fare with Bavlverkr and try if they could
get the mead. Bavlverkr won during the smmmer
npine men’s work for Baugi, bul at winter asked
Baugi for his wages. Then f{ared they both away:
Bavgi told his brother Suitingr his bargain with
Bavlverkr; but Suttungr denied stoutly even a drop
of the mead. Then said Bavlverkr to Baugi, that
they shouid try some trick if they might get at
the mead, and Baugt was ready enough: then drew
forth Bavlverkr the borer hight Rati, and said that
Baugi shall bore the rock if the borer will bite;
he did s0: then says Baugi that the rock is bored
through, but Bavlverkr blows into the hole that
the borer had made, and the splinters flew wp
against him; then found he that Baungi would cheat
him, and he bade him bore through the rock:
Baugi bored again; but when Bavlverkr blows the
second time, then the splinters were blown inward.
Then Bavlverkr turned him into a worm’s likeness,
and crept into the hole made by the borer, but
Baugi stuck after him with the borer and missed
him; Bavlverkr fared whither Guanlavé was, and
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lay with ber three nights, and then she gave
hims leave to drink of the mead three drinks;
the first drink he drank all out of O:Ermrir, the
second all out of Bo®n, the third all out of Sén,
and so had he all the mead; then turned he him
into an eagle’s shape and flew off as fast as he
conld. But when Suttingr saw the eagle’s flight,
he took on him an eagle’s shape and flew after
bim; but when the Asa saw where Odin flew, they
sot out in the yard their jars: now when Odin
came inside of Asgard he spewed up the mead
into the jars, but it then so near befell him that
Sutningr had caught him, that he sent some of the
mead after him hackwards, and no care was taken
of that, he who would might have it, and that we
call the share of silly bards; but Suttingr's mead
gave Odin to the Asa, and to those men who have
wit to wse it, therefore call we songship Odin’s
prey, and find, and ‘his drink, and his gift, and
the Asa’s drink.
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FOREWORD TO THE EDDA.

1. Almighty God shaped in the beginniug
bheaven and earth, and all things that belong to
them, and last (of all) men twain, from whom the
races are come, Adam and Eve; and this kindred
waxed more and more, and was apread over all
the world. But as the times went by, then became
the folk of man uneven, some were good and right-
trowing, but many more turned then after the lusts
of the world, and took no heed of God’s laws:
and for this drowned God the world in the flood,
and all that was quick on the world save those
who were in the ark with Noe.

After Noe’s flood eight men were alive, they
who sbode in the world, and from them came
the stock of men, and it chanced now as before,
that when mankind waxed, and the world was
dwellt over, then was there a vecy great throung
of men, who loved the greed of gain and power,
but went away frem listening to God, and did this
so much, that at last there was none who would
name God; and who was there who could tell his

30ns
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sons of God’s lgre:a't: wonders? And so it came that
they tint God’s name, and wide over the world
there was not found the man who could say traely
who shaped him. But not the less did God give
them . earthly gifts, wealth and happiness, which
should be with them in the world; he shared also
among them wisdom, so that they skilled to know
all earthly things, and all kinds that might be seen
in the lift and on earth. This they (men) thought
upon and wondered at, how it might happen that
the earth and beasts and fowl had the same na-
ture in some things, and yet (were) unlike in shape.
It was one mark of this nature, that the earth
might be delved into on high fellpeaks and the
water sprang up there, and it needed not to dig
longer there for water than in deep dales; and just
so with beasts and fowl, it is no farther to the
blood in the head than in the feet. Another (proof
of this) nature of the earth is it, that every year
waxes on the earth grass and bloom, and the same
year falls that all away and rots; so also ou beasts
and fowl waxes hair and feathers, and falls off every
year. The third nature of the earth is that when it
is nbened and delved, then groweth grass on the
mould which is uppermost on the earth. Rocks

Fareward to the Xdda. 7
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and stomes they set off against the bones and teeth
of things quick. From these things they deemed
that the earth must be guick, and that she had life in
some manner; and they wist that she was wonder-
fully old in the tale of her ages, and mighty iv her
kind; she fed all things quick and took to herself all
that died: for this sake gave they her a name, and
told (back) their race to her. This also learced
they of their old kinsmen, that after many hun-
dred winters were told back, the goings of the
heavenly balls were uneven, some had longer goings
than othersome, From suchlike things guessed they,
that some one must be the stecrer of the heavenly
halls, who could stay their going at his own will,
and that bhe must be sirong and mighty; and of
this one weened they, il he swayed (these) first
shapes, that he must have been hefore the heavenly
balls yet were, and they saw that if he ruled the
goings of the heavenly balls, he must sway the
sun’s shing, and heaven's dew, and earth’s growth,
which follow them; and so also the winds in the
lift, and with them the storms of the sea. They
knew not where his realm was, but still they trowed
that he ruled all thi;lgs, on earth and 1n the bift,
of heaven and the heavenly balls, of seas, and

weather. But for that these things might be better
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told and kept in mind, then gave they him the
same name with themselves, but this belief has been
changed in many ways, just as the peoples shifted
about, and tongues arose.

2. In his old age shared Nde the world with
his sons; for Cham he wmeant the western lands,
and for Japhteth the northern lands, but for Sem
the southern lands, with those parts that will after~
ward be marked out in the trithing of the earth.
In the time that these men’s sons were in the world,
then grew strong forthwith the greed of gain and
power; for that they knew then many crafts which
beforetime had not been found out, and each was
puffed up with his own handywork. And so long
forward carried they their pride, that the Afiricans,
sprung from Cham, made war on that lot of the
world that Sem’s offspring their kinsmen abode in;
and when they had overcome them, it seemed to them
that the world was too small for them, and they
smithied a tower with tile and stene, which they
meant should reach to heaven, on the vales called
Sennidr. And when this smithying was so far for-
ward that it almost stood above the air, and they
had not a whit less eagerness to hoid on with the
work; and when God sees how their pride rages

high, then sees he that he must in some way beat
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it down. And the same God, though he is all-powerful,
and might bave cast down all their work in the
twinkling of an eye, and made themselves become
dust, yet willed he rather to set at naught their
purpose in this wise, that they might know their
own littleness, in that none of them should skill to
understand what the other talked, and in that none
knew what the other bade him do, but one broke
down what another wished to raise up; wuntil that
they strove among themselves, and with this their
purpose in beginning the smithying of the tower
came to naught. And he that was foremost hight
Zoroastres, he laughed before he wept when he
came into the world, but the master-smiths were
two and seventy, and so many tongues have since
been spread over the world, after that the giants
shifted their seats over the land, and the peoples
waxed full. On this same place was made one
burg the most famous, and it's name was taken
from the name of the tower, and it was called Ba-
bilon. And it was sa when the mingling of tongues
was, then waxed many the names of men and other
things, and that same Zoroastres bad many names,
and though he understood that his pride was laid
low by the said smithying, still bore he on to
worldly power, and let himself be chosen king
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over many peoples of the Assirians; from him arose
the bewildering of false Gods, and after he was
worshipped,'-he was called Baal, whom we call Bel:
he had also many otber pames, but as the names
waxed many, then the truth was tint zlong at the
same time, and from this first sin then worshipped
every man that came after his foregoers, and beasts
and fowl, the lift and heavenly balls, and countless
lifeless things; until this bewildering went over the
whole world; and so carefully tmt they the truth,
that none knew his shaper save those men aloune
who spake the Ebrew tongue, that which passed be-
fore the smithying of the tower; albeit they lost
not the bodily gifts that were allowed them, and
for that they skilled to deem of all things with
earthly skill, for wisdom of the soul was not given
them, so they deemed that all things were smithied

of some one stufl.

3. The world was shared into three parts;
(one) from the south westward and il the Mid-
land-sea, that Jot was called Affrika, but the
south side of this share is hot and burnt by the
sun. The second lot from thé west uatil the
porth and up to the sea, that is called Evropa or
Enea, the nether side of this is cold, so that grass

grows not, nor may it be dwellt in. From the
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north and round the east country all to the south,
that is called Asia, in that lot of the world is all
fairness, and pride, and wealth from the fruitfulness
of the earth, gold and gemstones: there is also the
midworld, and as the earth s there [airer and of
better kind than in other steads, so was also the folk
of man there most furnished with all gifts, wisdom
and strength, fairness and all knowledge.

4. Near the middle of the world was made
the house and inn, the wmost famous ever made,
that was called Troja, there in the land we call
Tyrkland. This homestead was made much bigger
than others, and with more craft in many ways,
with cost and riches that were there about. There
were twelve kingdoms and one overking, and much
folk and land belonged to each kingdom: there
were n the burg twelve lords; these lords have
been belore all men who have been in the world
in all manly things. This every storyteller that hath
said of these things doth not in the. least gainsay,
and for this sake, that all great men of the north
country tell back their race thither, and set among
the tale of the Gods, all who were Lords of the
town, jusi as first of all they set Priamus’ self in
Odin’s stcad: nor may that be called wonderful, for

Priamus was come of Saturnus, the same whom
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the wvorth country longtime trowed to be himself
God.

5. This Satdrnus waxed up ia that island
in Greekland's sea hight Krit, he was greater and
stronger and [mirer than other men. So also was
his wisdom before that of all nien, like his other
natural gifts; he found also many crafis which before
had not been found out; he wasalso so mickle in the
black ars that he knew things about to be; he found
also that red thing in the earth from which he smelted
gold, and from such things as these he became
speedily powerful; he foretold also harvests and
many other hidden things, and for this and many
other deeds took they him to he Lord over the
isle, and wheén he had steered it a little space, then
was there soon enough all kinds of plenty. There
passed none other coin save goldpieces, such a store
of gold was there; and though there were hard
times in other laods, no crops ever failed there,
so that wen might seek tl}itl:;er for all the things
that they needed to have: and so from these and
many ether wnsearchable gifts of might that he had,
they trowed him to be God, (and from him erose
another bewildering among the Kritmen and Mace-
dontans, just as the first among the Assivians and

Challdeans from Zoroastres) and when Satdirnus finds
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how great strength the folk think they bave im
him, then says he that he iz God, and calls
himself the steerer of heaven and all things.

6. Ouce on atime fared he in a ship to Greek-
land, for that there was a king's daughter on whom
he had set his mind, he got bher love in this wise,
one day as she was out with her handmaidens,
then tock he on him the likeness of a bull and
lay before her in the wood, aund so fair was he
that a golden hue was of every hair: and when
the king’s daughter sees him, then patted she him on
the mouth, he springs up and threw off the bull’s
shape, and took her in his arms and bare her to the
ship, and had her home to Krit. When his wife Juno
finds out this, he turned her (the king’s daughter) into
the hikeness of a heifer, and sent her eastward into
the Nile country, and let the thrall hight Argulus
tend her, there was she twelve months ere he
changed her shape. Many things did he like this,
or more wondrons. He had three sons, the first
bight Jupiter, the second Neptunus, the third Plitus.
They were all mighty men, yet was Jupiter long
before them, he was a man of war and won many
kingdoms; he was also crafty like his father, and
took on him the likeness of many heasts, and so

he wrought out much, that for mankind is unable
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to be done: and in this wise and by other things,
he awed all peoples, so that Jupiter is set in Porc’s

stead,, since all evil beings fear lim.

7. Satirnus let be raised up in Krit two
and seventy burgs, and when he thought him fasi-
seated in his realm, then shared he it with his
sons, whom he had set up with himself as .Gods:
and to lipiter gave he the realm of heaven, butto
Neptinus the realm of earth, and to Plitushell, it
seemed to him that lot' was the worst, so he
gave him his hound, which he called Serberus, that
he might guard hell; this Serberus the Grecks say
Erkulus dragged out of hell up to earth. And
though Satirnus had shared to Jupiter the realm
of heaven, yet was he not less greedy to have for
his own earth also, and now makes war on the
realm of bis father; and so it is said he let take
and geld him, and for great works like this he
says he is God; and the Macedonians say that he
let the parts be taken and cast out into the sea;
and longtime trowed they that thereof bad been
made a woman, whom they called Veous, and set
ber in the tale of the Gods, and for that hath
Venus eversince been called the Goddess of love, for
they trowed that she might turn all hearis of men

and women to love. When Satirnus was gelded
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by Jipiter his son, then fled he from the east out of
Krit, and hither into Italy; there ahode then such
kind of people as worked not, but -lived on acorns
and grass, and lay in caves or holes o the earth:’
and when Satirnus came thither, then changed he
his name, and called him NjGr%r, for the salie that
he thought his son Jupiter might afterward seek
bim out. He first taught the men there to plough
and plant vineyards; there wes geood land and raw,
and there were soon great crops, they took him
for their lord, and so got he all the realms there
about, and let build there many burgs.

8. Jupiter his son had many sons from whom
the races are come; his son was Dardanns, his
son Heriken, his son Tros, his son Hus, his son
Lamedon, father of Priamus-the headking. Priamus
had many soms, one of them was Ektor, he has
been most famous of all men in the world for
strength and growth, and grace, and for all manly
deeds of kmghtly rank; and it is found written,
that when the Greeks, and all the strength of the
north and east country, bore down oo the Trojan men,
they had never been overcome unless the Greeks
had called on the Gods, and so went the answers
that no strength of man might overcome them, unless

they were broken by their own men, which after-
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ward was done. - And from their fame men that
came after gave themselves titles, and among the
first, just ag the Romans have been the most famous
men after their days in many things, so it is said
that whea Rome was built the Romans tl;'lrned their
customs and laws, as near as they could come,
after those which the Trojan men their forefathers
had. And so mickle might followed these men, that
many ages after when Pompeins a leader of the Romans
herried in the east country, (and) Odin fled away
out of Asita, and bither mto the north eountry, then
gave he himself and his men their names, and said
Priamus had hight Odin bet his queen Frigg, and
from this took the realm since it’s name, and there
where the burg stood was called Frigia. And
whether it be that Odin said that of himself out of
boasting, or that it had been so in the mingling’ of
tongues, yet have many wise men held that for a
sooth saying, and for a long time after every great

lIord took for himself a pattern therefrom.

9. A king in Tréja hight Munon or Mennon,
he had (to wife) a daughter of Priamus the headking,
she hight Trbéau, they had a son, who hight Ttor,
(him call we Pérr) he was in fostering in Tracia
with the duke who is named Loricus. Now when

he was ten winters old then 1ook he to him his
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father's arms; so fair of face was he when be stood
by otber men as when ivory is set in oak, bis hair
is fairer than gold. 'When he was twelve years
old he had full strength, then lifted he from earth
ten bear's hides at once, and then slew he duke
Loricus his fosterfather, and his wife Lora or Glora,
and took for bhis own the realm of Tracia, that
call we PriSheim. Then fared he wide over the
Jand and knew the countries of the world, and
quelled then alone all baresarks, and all giants, and
one the biggest dragon, and many beasts. In the
north of the world found he that spaewife hight
Sibil, whom we call Sif, and got her to wife. Noue
can tell Sifs stock, she was of all women faivest,
her hair was as gold, tbeir son was Loride who
was like s father, his son was Henrede, his son
ViogePor, his son Vingener, his son Méda, his son Magi,
his son Cespheth, his son Bedvig, his son Atra, whom
we call Anpan, bis son Itrman, his son Heremdd,
his son Skielldunn, whom we call Skicld, his son
Biaf, whom we call Biar, his son Jat, his son Gudéltr,
his son Fiarleif, whom we call FriPleif, he had the
son who is pamed VéPion, him call we OPinn.
He was a famous man for wisdom and all craft,

bis wife hight Frigifa who we call Frigg.
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10. OPin had spaedom, and so also his wife,
sod from this knowledge found he out that his name
would be held high in the north part of the world,
and worshipped beyond all kings; for this sake was
he eager to go on his way from .Tyrkland, and he
had with him very much people, young men and
old, churls and wives, and he had with him many
costly things. But whithersoever they fared over the
land much fame was said of them, so that they
were thought to be liker Gods than men: and they
stayed not their faring til they came northward
into that land that is now called Saxland, there
dwelt OPiva longtime, and had that land far and
wide for his own. There set OPinn three of his
gons to keep the land. Ouve is named Veggdegg, he
was .a strong king and ruled over East Saxland,
his son was Vitrgils, his sons were these, Ritta fa-
ther of - Heingez, and Sigarr father of Svebdegg,
whom we call Svipdag. The second son of OPinn
bight Beldegg, whom we call Balldr, he owned that
land npow hight Vestfal, his son was Brandr, his
son Frini’igur, whom we call FroPa, his son was
Freovit, his son Yvigg, his son Gevis whom we call
Gave. The third son of OPin is named Siggi, bis son
Verir,  These forefathers swayed in the lapd now

called Frankland, and from them is come the race
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that is called Vavlsungar. From all these are great

and many races Come,

11. Then went OPinn en his way northward,
and came into the land that they calied ReiBgote-
land, and bad for his own in that land sll that
he would, he set up there in the land his son that
bight Skiélld, hia son hight FriPleif; thence is the
race come that hight Skiilldingar, those are the
Danekings, and that hight now Jotland which was
then called Rer8gotaland.

After that fared he northward thither to the
land now hight SviPié8, there was the king who
is named Gylli, but when he learot the faring of
these Asiamen, who were called Asa, he fared to
meet them, aod bade that OPinn should have so
much power in his realm as he himself willed; aund
such Juck followed their path, that wheresoever they
dwellt in the land, then was there plenty and goed
peace; and all trowed that they swayed these; and
this too the mighty men of the land saw, that they
were unlike other men whom they had seen in
fairness and wit. In that land OPinn thought there
were fair lands, and he choose for himself a stead for
a burg, where it is now called Sigtunir, he set up
there lords, in the same likeness as had been in

Troja, and set twelve beadmen in the stead to
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doom the law of the land, and he so moulded all
rights n? had heen hefore in Tréja, and as the
Tyrks were wont.

After that fared be porthward until he fell
upon the sea, which they trowed to lie about all
lands, and set up there his son over the realm now
hight Norway; he is called Smmingr, and Norway's
kings tell their race up to him, and so also earls
and other mighty men, as is said in Haleygiatale:
but OPino had with him that son of his who is
named Yogvi, who was king in SviPiéd, and from
him are come the stock who are called Yaglingar.

These Asa tock to them wives there within the
land, but spome for their sons, and tj:nese races waxed
full maﬁ}r, so that about Saxland, and all thence
about the north country they spread so, that the
tongue of these Asiamen was the true tongue over
all these lands; and men think they can deem from
the way that The pames of these forefathers are
written, that these names have belonged to this
tongue, aund (that) the Asa brought the tongue hither
into the north country; into Norway and into Svi-
biéd, into Denmark and into Saxland; but in Eng-
land there are old names of the land and towns,
which one may skill to know that they have been

given in another tongue than this.
L4
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But the Asa set them npow to talk, and take
their rede and call to mind all these tales that were
told him, (Gylfi) and give these very same names,
that are named before, to the men and steads that
were there; for the sake that when long times pass
by, men shonld not doubt, that those Asa of whom
these tales were now tcld, and these to whom the
same names were given, were all one. Then was
there (one) called Porr, and he is AsaPérr, the
old one he is Okuborr, and to him are given those
great deeds that Ektor wrought in Tréja; but men
think that the Tyrks bave told about Ulyxes, and
have called him Loki, because the Tyrks were his
greatest foes.

AFTER-
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4. But this .i5 wew tp be eaid .to young bards,
to thase who .are epger 40 take to shem speech meat
for song, or L]l their stope of wonds with.old .pamds,
or are willing jo skill 4o mpderstand what ie somy
darkly; it they augt maaster this beok far thesw
learpipg and passtime: hut -thase sayings ave nat te
be so foggptien ar dispreved, as to take away from
songship pames used of yore, which great-bards have
heen plegsed with; yet should wdt ¢christian .men toow
on heathen Gads, nor on the truth of thesesayings,
otherwise than as is fonnd in the heginning of the
book, wbare it 18 said of the chances which led
the folk pf man away from the true belef, and
wekt to that of the Tyrks, how the Asiamen, who
are called Aga, f(alsed the tales of the tidings which
weve dope ip Teoj, for that the landfolk sbould
trow them .to be Gods.

2. Priamus king in Troja was a . great loed
over all the Tyrkish host, and his sons were most
worshipped of all his host; the famous hall, which
the Asa called Brimirs ball or Bidrsalr, that was
king Priam’s hall; but as for the long stary they

Afserword to the Edda. 8
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made of the twilight of the Gods, that is the
wars of the Trojan men; that which is said, how
OkuPérr angled with an oxhead, and drew on
board Midgardsworm, but the worm kept his life
so that he sank into the sea; that is said from
this pattern, that Ector slew Volukrontes a famous
champion, in the sight of the mughty Akillevs,
and so drew bim on to him with the head of the
slain, which they likened to the head of the ox
which OkuPorr had torn off: but when Akillevs
was drawn into this risk through hia daring, then
was it his life's help that he fled before the bane-
fal stroke of Hector, and as it was wounded: so
also it is said that Ector waged the war so mightily,
and so mickle was his rage wheo he saw Akillevs,
that no thing was so strong that it might stand
before bim; and when he missed Akillevs he soothed
his wrath in this wise, that he slew the champion
hight Roddrus; (and) so say the Asa that when Oku-
Porr missed the worm, then slew he Ymir the giant,
But in the twilight of the Gods came Midgards-
worm unawares uwpon Por, and blew on him with
venom and strmck him to his bane, but the Asa
conld not make up their minds to say that OkuPérr
had so fared, that any one stood over him dead,
though so it had been, but they hurried over old
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tales more than was true, when they said that Mid-
gardsworm took there his bane, and they added
this, that though Akillevs bore away the fame of
Ector's death, vet lay he dead on the same field in
the same way; that was the work of Elenus and
Alexander, this Elenus call the Asa Ali. They say
that he avenged his brother, and he lived when all
the Gods were dead and the fire was slaked, when
Asgard was burnt and all the goods of the Gods:
but Pirras they likened to Fenriswolf, he slew
Odin; but Pirrus might be called a wolf in their
belief, for that he spared not holysteads when he
slew the king in the shrine before Por's altar.
That which they call Surtr’s fire, is Tréja’s burning.
But Mépi and Magni OkuPér’s sons came to crave
land of Ali or Vibarr, he is Eneas, he came away
from Tréja and wrought afterward great works. Se
is it also said that Ector’s sons came to Frigialand

and set themselves up in that realm and drave
away Elenus.

FINIS.
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